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Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, desired to ask the 
entleman from Indiana, if the amendment which 
he proposed would, in his opinion, reduce these 
inequalities in any great degree? whether, in the 
gentiem , by F 
amendment, equalities would not still exist? 

Mr. EMBREE said he would answer the gen- 
tleman with great pleasure. The amendment which 
he (Mr. EmBReE) proposed, would reduce the 
mileage of members of Congress more than sixty 
thousand dollars. It went, at least, so far; and if 
the gentleman would bring in another proposition 
still further to reduce it, he (Mr. Empree) would 
go with him most heartily. 
~ Mr. HALL, of Missouri, interposed, and (the 
floor being yielded) wished to ask the gentieman 
from Indiana a single question. He wished to 
know whether the gentleman’s amendment applied 
to the members of the present Congress? 

Mr. EMBREE replied, that he had advocated a 
resolution of this character at the last session of 
Congress, that would apply to the members of the 
present Congress. ; 

Mr. HALL repeated the question: whether the 
gentleman’s amendment did apply to the present 
Congress? And he asked further, if the gentieman 
expected to be a member of the next Congress? 
{Laughter, and some playful allusions by gentle- 
men, in an under tone, to the recent nomination 
for Governor of Indiana. } 

Mr. EMBREE said he would answer the gen- 
tleman with great pleasure. At the time when in 
the last Congress he had advocated a proposition 
of this kind, he had expected to be a member of 
the next Congress, as he had also when he had 
offered the amendment which was now under con- 
sideration. He did not now know whether he 
should be or not, [a laugh.] That would depend 
upon circumstances, [renewed laughter. } 

To come back from this digression: he asked if 
the facts which he had stated did not show conclu- 
sively the necessity of amending the law now in 
force relative to mileage. From the facts it ap- 
peared that there were twenty members of Congress 
who received each $1,737 mileage for every session 
of Congress, and that there were ten who each 
received $1,923. It appeared, also, (for he need 
not further recapitulate the facts,) that there were 
thirty Representatives and Senators who received 
inper diem and mileage $28 per day during the 
present session; and that some (with the books 
allowed) received $40 per day. Now, when the 
people supposed that a member of Congress re- 
ceived $8 per day, it was the fact that they re- 
ceived from $25 to $40 per day! 

Did not these facts show that the law was un- 
just? that the pay was enormous? It was, more- 
over, very unequal; for while some gentlemen 
received (as he had shown) from $25 to $50 per 
day, others received but $9 per day, per diem and 
mileage. 

He wished to be distinctly understood he did not 
make this a personal matter; he made no complaints 
against anybody. He was afraid he might have 
to when they came to vote; there might then be 

some complaints which he should have to make 
and which the people would have to make, if gen- 
tlemen did not vote to correct the law. It was 
against the law that, on the authority of these 
facts, he now complained; and he called upon gen- 
tlemen on this floor to aid in amending the law so 
as to make it more equal and more just. 


But the gentleman from Mississippi [Mr. Browy] | 
had said this was a ‘‘small matter.’? His (Mr. | 


E.’s) amendment would effect a saving to the Gov- 
ernment of more than sixty thousand dollars a 
year; and at the time when the chairman of this 
committee [Mr. Smirn, of Indiana] had been the 
Speaker in the Legislature of Indiana, the whole 


an’s opinion, after the adoption of his | 


expenses of the State Government of Indiana had | 


been about fifty thousand dollars; sq that, small 
affair as it was, his amendment would save to this 
Government, every year, more than the entire ex- 
penses of the State Government of Indiana. Ifthe 
gentleman from Mississippi called this a small 


matter, his estimates of the value of money were | 


certainly very different from the estimates which |) ment one-quarter, when such reduction would not |. 
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the people in his (Mr. E.’s) section of the country 
placed upon it. They certainly would 
sider the saving of sixty thousand dollars per year, 


not con- 


in the item of mileuze to members of Concress, a 
very small matter. 

The gentleman from Mississippi had said, 
also, that he would go for any general system 


of reform, and the ventlergan had proposed that 
kind of reform which would prevent 
Congress from receiving pay for time when they 
were not in attendance upon the : 
respective Houses. He (Mr. E.) would readily 
go with the centleman for that proposition, when- 
ever he would bring it forward. 
of reform could not be brought forward in 
(Mr. E.’s) amendment; and the course the gentle- 
man took was caiculated—whether or not it was 
so intended—to deteat every reiorm. 
The gentleman’s course upon this matter reminded 
him (Mr. E.) of the boy who, having to travel one 
thousand miles, concluded he would not start upon 
the journey until his legs had grown long enough 
to make the whole distance ini one single step. 
Now, if the gentleman had waited to be able to 
make the distance from his residence to Washing- 
ton in one single stride, the country would never 
have had the benefit of his able services here; but 
he accomplished the journey stage by stage, and 
step by step. ‘That was the only way in which 
they accomplish any reforms under this Govern- 
ment—step by step, item by item. Let the geu- 
tleman from Mississippi go for this amendment, 
and, when he introduced the one which he had 
spoken in favor of, he, (Mr. E.,) for one, would 
readily go with him in its support. 

But the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Roov] had 
said he had a proposition to make. ‘The oflering 
of these various propositions, he (Mr. E.) repeated, 
were caleulated—whether they were so intended 
or not—to defeat this whole measure. What was 
the gentleman’s proposition? ‘That members of 
Congress, instead of the mileage they now re- 
ceived, should be paid by the hour in traveling to 
Washington. We had heard from our boyhood 


members of 


sessions of their 


But every species 


his 


species of 


| of premiums upon industry, but here was a pre- 


mium on laziness or idleness. 

Mr. ROOT interposed, and wished the gentle- 
man from Indiana to understand his amendment. 
He wouid read it to the gentleman. it provided 


that— 
In lieu of the mileage now allowed to members of Con- 
gress, there should be allowed to each member —— dollars 


per hour for the time necessarily consumed by him intrav- 
eling by the most expeditious route from bis residence to 
the seat of Government and back, 


Mr. EMBREE said the operation of that amend- 
ment would be like the operation of the old law. 
The old law provided that mileage should be 
allowed upon the most usually traveled mail-route, 
and the proposed amendment of the gentleman pro- 
vided that each member should be paid so much 


| per hour for each hour ‘* necessarily consumed;”’ 


and that time ** necessarily consumed” would in- 
crease from year to year, as the laziness of the 
members and their desire to make more profitable 
their traveling at the expense of the Government 


| increased from time to time. 


| the time ** eee consumed’’ upon the ‘* most | 
expeditious route.” 


Mr. ROOT, (addressing Mr. Emsrec.) My 
amendment provides that they shall be paid for 


ou cannot get out of it, sir. 
[A laugh. } 

Mr. EMBREE. I ask the gentleman how he 
proposes to fill the blank? 

Mr. ROOT was understood to suggest with 
** one.”’ . 


Mr. EMBREE. A dollar an hour for traveling | 


to Washington! 


As he had the floor on this occasion, (he pro- 
| ceeded to say,) he would make a few remarks | 
| upon the other branch of his resolution, (which | 
had been referred to the Committee of Ways and | 


Means,) which alluded to general reforms in our 
Government. 


The next proposition in the resolution was the | 


reduction of the pay of all officers of the Govern- 
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bring their pay below $1,000. He had but a very 

w remarks to make upon this branch of the reso- 
lution, as he had not anticipated speaking upon tt 
at this tim The salaries of the different officers 
of this Government varied from $25,000 to jess 


than $1,000. Some were $22,500, some $13,000, 


some 86,000, and so on, to less than $1,000. Now, 
according to the best of his information and judy- 
ment, in ny of these ¢ thee rs did not earn hi i 
their pay. In the vear 1836, an act had been 


passed requiring all the 


pubhe offices ia Washine- 
ton to be kept open in the sunimer ten hours per 


day, and inthe winter eight hours per day. It was 
the duty of the Executive of this Union to see the 
Inws executed; but what had Leen the practice of 
the officers of this Government under this law? 
it positively required them to keep their oflices 
open ten hours pe raay in the sunimer: yet during 
the last summer the public offices in this city had 
hot been opened until nine in the me rning, ai d 
were closed at three, p. m.; only keeping open six 
hours—but ittle more than halt of the time required 


by the law And when he and other members of 
Congress had gone to the ofiices out of these six 
hours which they saw fit to be there, they had 
im, unable to attend to the 
business Or their constituents, in ¢ msequence oft 
this violation of the law. ‘The « was, 
in the first time to 
+] 


these othcers (who were paid from the public treas- 


been oblived to ret 


Onst que nce 


instance, that it gave leisure 


ury to attend to the puoluc business) to engayea 
in electioneering and in partisan and private met 
ters from three in the afternoon tll nine o'cloek 
the next morning; and the consequence, again, 
was, the the number of officers 
over what would be necessary if the law were ob- 
served; for if they only served half the time the 
law required, as a matter of course twice the num- 
ber was required. 


rast increase of 


These omecers, Aas gentlemen would see, Upon 
reference to the Blue Book, would receive—some 
of them—more three dollars for every hour 
that they were in the office. During the balance 
of the time, trom three o’clock in ufternoon 
until nine o’clock of the next morning—as was the 
case during the last Presidential canvass—-some of 
them were engaged in directing documents or in 
writing humbue articles for the * Union,” or 
some other newspaper. The law required that 
they should labor, during the summer, ten hours 
aday; they had only labored six, and the other 


tanan 


the 


four hours they had spent in electioneering. Every 


rentleman who had been a member of this House 
during the last session knew these facts to be aa 
he had stated them. 

Now, we saw the fruits of this violation of law: 
they helped to butid up a party, and to secure the 
distribution of the spoils among the partisans of 
the Administration. At the last session, Congress 
had been called upon to give some two hundred 
other officers to the Government. He, for one, 
had opposed it. He had opposed it then upon the 
same ground which he took now. He would 
require the officers of this Government to work up 
to the provisions of the law; be would require 
them to keep their offices open during the number 
of hours required by the law. 

But his time was fast running out; and he 
wished, before he concluded his remarks, to refer 
to other reasons which existed for the reduction 
of the pay of the officers of the Government. High 
salaries were calculated to create and keep alive po- 
litical strife in our country; and he expected to be 
able to make this fact apparent to the minds of ali 
gentlemen. We lad under our Government about 
one hundred thousand officers and employees, and 
for every office there were about four applicants— 
thus making a grand total of five hundred thou- 
sand officers and applicants for offices; and when 
we held out high premiums in the form of high 
salaries to these five hundred thousand applicants 
and officers, we did but stimulate them to invent 
all kinds of humbuggery—to resort to every spe- 
cies of electioneering—and to take up their time 
between one election and another in endeavors to 

romote their own interests. Why wes this so? 
To what other reason could gentlemen attribute it, 
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shape of high salaries 


but to the stimulants in the 
which were set before them? They thourht that 


if they would o ipy the time between one elec 


y 





tion and anothe: electioneering, they would, 
when the contest was over, receive an ofice—that 
kind of office which would make them rich, 

it had been s { that money was the root of all 
evil. Certain it was, that money was the root of 
all political evil, ! the root of all political strife. 
rt was that whl , UVO' \} other things, « reated 
mrife in our country. Let the pay of the officers 
of the Govern he reduced to a reasonable 
amount, and it ‘ 1 soon | found that men 
would not « pinoy t ir time in eleetioneer Fa} }) 
making strife and mischief—because they would 
furn them atten n lo otoér empioyments, We 
should thus d und, mot the army of Mexico, 
not the fifty thousand soldiers who had fought our 
batties there, but the five hundred thousand ¢ 
tioneerrers who | Lun this ! rou ’ ( t 
Col | f i nent 1! ri ai 
reduction onuid ii » that 
the persons who gi d so eagerly at these office 
would take to other and equ y honor ie e% ph 
menis. bor h own part, he would cut up thy 
evil by the roois, |] i it weuld » done 
I his was one ol e re MmSwHay ne AUVOocés u 
reform. : 

The next branch ¢ i he resolution to whi th he 
referred contemt ted the re di ion of the P ty ot 
members of Concress one-half er Conere 
should have been 1 e months in session. ‘Li! 
weuld not oniyv save to e co \ ov y 
thousand dollars per year, but hi il 3 Of thou. 
ghands of dollars u ramendn hould be 
adopted, Let gentlemen turn their attention to 
the Journal for t! t ten or tweive y‘ irs. 
They would find, that for the first thirty days of 
a sess on, © ess did t sit more than two 
hours per day. add ¢ i ed the Jourt 
Let centlemen apply the principle of the resolution 
to the present ; 101), ul see how Congres 
would eo to work in vod earne 

What did we hear during the last session: 
Many of the older members of this House had 
told us that it was nec: iry to fix a day of ad- 
journment, because, they said, Congress would 
then do as much business in one day as they 
would otherwise do in aweek. And such was th 
truth. Cc ress cou'd do as much work in a 
little ume, if they would apply the pr neiple of his 
resolution, and set them to work, without fixing a 
day of adjournment. Let the members know that 


their pay was to be reduced. 

Liow had 
Indiana? They had discovered that it had short- 
ened the session verv considerably. And u would 
have the same cflect upon Convress. ‘This was 
another reason wh e urged Line 
resolution, 

But he had added at t! 
general saving clause. It was, that the Commuttee 

Ways and Means should inquire as to all other 
means by which the expenditures of the Govern- 


ment couid be curtailed. He would mention one 


tht ineiple operated in the State of 


> end of that.resoluuion a 


or two that occurred to bis mind when he drew 
the resolution. One of them was in respect toa 
matter with which the members of this House 
were familiar. It was the practice which this 
House had for many years indulged, of voting 
the mselves some ss x hundred and odd dollars’ 


worth of books to every member. For the last 
sevenicen years, Whilst members had been receiv- 
Ing, some of them, thirty-odd dollars a day, they 
had, in and tion to that, voted themselves books to 
the amount of 1 pwards of stx hundred dollars. 
Fe found th at members c¢ ymplar ied of one another 


for having sold their books. ‘These complaints, 
however, did not go to the root of the evil. The 
debate should be confined to the propriety or im- 
propriety of giving a member six hundred and odd 
dollars in addition to thirty or thirty-three dollars 


per day. During the last seventeen years, there 
had been distributed among members of Congress 
who had: their pay, some eleven hundred thousand 
dollars inaddition. ‘Phis he considered as an abuse 
of the power of legisiation, in both Houses; and 
his resojution, amongst other thin 
to this. 

‘The same branch of the resolution had reference 
also to another abuse—that was to say, the frank- 
inz privilege of the two Houses, How much was 
annua ly lost to the treasury in this way? Up- 


es, had reference 


wards of two hundred thousand dollars was thus . 


taken from the people of the country; or, the sum 
of two millions of dollars in ten year He had 
been informed that during a part ‘of the last sex- 
sion, something like five tons (he was understood 
to say) of marlable matter that was franked, had 
been sent daily from the city of Washington. 
There micht possibly be some mistake in this; but 
he had received: the + inforn nation from the Postmas- 
ter General himsel 

There was still cas -r view of the case. It was 
the habit here to vote some thirty thou sand dollars 
per session to the members in the shape of 
**§ Globes”? and other papers. This was an abuse 
to which his resolution had reference. He be- 
lieved, however, that his time had nearly expired, 
and he must hasten on with the observations that 
he still desired to submit 
Let him ask how it was that members of Con- 


rress could reconcile such extravagance as this; 


lilst, at the same time, (as was the case at the 
last session of Concress,) this House voted against 


: he soldiers of the war of 1812, and their 
widows or orphans, a small tract of land to make 
hemselves ahome. Could these abuses be per- 
mitted to exist for the benefit of members of Con- 
rress, and of the office rsof the Government—could 
est nses be permitted to exist that the y int oiyt 
become rich by the loaves ant fishes of the coun- 
try, whilst this House would refuse to vote a poor 
ittance of jand to give a home to the soldiers of 
the last war? Phe example had been set in the 


eof the soldiers of the Mexican war, yet we 


found that this proposition was defeated by a large 
ote. Members of Congress could receive thirty- 
ree dollars a day here, and could vote themstives 


1x or seven hundred dollars in addition, but they 
muld not al low a smali tract of land to the soldiers 
who had fou; ht fo r the liberties of the country; 
they could forget to do justic e to them. Against 
eas things he had a right to complain, and so 
long as lis hour had not expired—— 

< } ‘ - ’ 

Several members rose and claimed the floor. 


‘The CHAIRMAN stated the gentieman’s hour 


Mr. EMBREE continued. H 


‘ e had not, he said, 
yi Ilded the floor. 


In order that he might be dis- 
tinctly understood, he would say that it was not 
the members of this House against whom he 
complained; and be hoped that when the vote 
upon the question came to be taken, be should 
have no couplaint to make against any of them. 
Hie was complaining of the law as it was con- 
trued,and as it had been construed. He regretted 
that this had been made personal matter; he 
thought such a course was rather calculated to 
militate against the object he had in view. No 
member of Congress was to be blamed for what 
he had received. Even since the days of Wash- 
ington, no man, he believed, had been known to 
refuse that which he had a reht to take. But 


when they were called upon, im the capucity of 


Representatives, looking to the welfare and the in- 
terests of those whom they represented, to change 
an unjust and an unequal law, then, if they voted 
against the proposition, their constituents would 
have aright to complain of them, and not before. 
He made no complaint of the past; but he feared, 
from the remarks which had fallen trom the gen- 
tlemun from Muissessippi, [Mr. Brown,} that there 
would be some complaint to be made uzainst him, 
if he p ropose d such amendments as were calcu- 
lated only to kill eff this proposition. One mode 
of killing a measure—which was pe rfectly under- 
stood by all men having any knowle deve of par- 
llamentary tactics—was, when a proposition good 
In itself wus avenge in, to load 11 down with other 
objectionab propositions for accomplishing the 
same end, a thus get rid of the whole matter. 
And this was what he feared would be done upon 
iis occasion. He called upon gentlemen to vote 
directly on the preposition. Let them say in so 
many words, whether they would receive thirty 
dollarsaday. Me did not wish to be personal. 
tie had disavowed every feeling of that kind. 
But he could point to gentlemen who would have 
two thousand dollars taken oil their mileage if his 
proposition should be agreed to. It was, he well 
understood, a matter of serious import to them. 
And when members of this House voted against 
the proposition, their votes would go forth to the 
couniry. ‘Their constituents would know how 
they had voted: it was absolutely necessary that 
they should know. 


Jan. 11, 


would vote against it, if he looked fairly ss 


question, and took into consideration ¢ ie win, : 
hisconstitnents. ‘The members of that House |, 
come here to represent th € interests of their ; ; 
sutuents. Did any ventleman suppose that any . 


their constituents would be willing that thei, 
resentatives should receive thirty dollars a ¢ 

more, when they suf posed them to be receiy 
only eight dollars? Did gentlemen SUP pose 


i 
int 


av, or 





their constituenis ever conte mp late ds thar : 
should receive more than eight dollars per day. a.) 
a reasonable mileage? It was this law of mi ca 
that was complained of, and it ought t6 be cha 

If any gentleman could offer a better propossin 
than that which he (Mr. Ii.) had submitted—j ‘ 
could offer a proposition that would save to the 
people of this country more than sixty-two then. 
sand dollars per annum, let him introduce it,and 
(Mr. E.) would vote in favor of it. But let nos 
centiemen endeavor to ret clear of the ane stion 
saying that they had a preposition in their pocke 
which the y expec ted to offer at some future day. 
Let them propose it now; ae he repeated, jf ? 
should be better than his, more caleulated to 
reform existing abuses, and to accomplish th, 
object which he had in view, he would vote fo, 
But let them not by indirect means kill off a fy 
proposition to retrench the expenditures of the 
Government. The gentleman from Mississipnj 
did not wish to do anything till he could accom. 
plish the whole at one time. Let this be dope 
first; after that, he (Mr. E.) would cheerfully go 
with the gentleman for any other reforms that 
might be prop osed. But let him nots ay that the 


= sent p! ‘oposition should not be adopted, because 
he had other — ns in contemplation which 
would effect good purposes; because, if he did so, 
the tendency of hie course Was to kill off this 
amendment. 

Mr. HENLEY interppsed, and desired to 


} 
a 


t Qs 


a que — of his colleague, [Mr. Empree.] 

Mr. EMBREE having yielded the Boor 

Mr. HENLE “Y inquired whether his | Mr. E.'s] 
yvoposition embraced the present C onvress? 

Mr. EMBREE said that it did not; but that, if 
the gentleman would offer such an amendment, he 
— E.) would vote for it. 

Mr. HENLEY snegested to his colleacue so to 
amend his own proposition as to include tie pres- 
- ao 

KEMBREE said this was just what he had 
aan When a proposition was made here to 
reduce the expenses of the Government, gentle- 
men were for proposing such amendments as 
would prevent it from being carried, and could 
only have the effect of killing it off. 

Mr. HENLEY said the gentleman entirely mis- 
understood his object. His sole purpose was to 
add strength to the proposition; and he felt sur- 
prised that the gentleman bad not in the first 
instance incorporated the amendment into his 
own. He (Mr. H.) might not be a member of 
the next Congress. His colleague might not be a 
member. i thought such an amendment would 
be adopted; at least he hoped so. His desire was 
to aid his Sate ague. Why should he cuto ff the 
mileage of those who were to succeed him, if he 
re fused | to cut off his own? 

Mr. EMBREE said he had a remark or twe 
more to make. His colleague had asked him 
whether he was willing to let his amendment apply 
to the present Congress. At the last session he 
(Mr. E.) bad advocated the very same amendment, 
which would have applied to members of this Con- 
gress; so that the wentleman could not find him 
(Mr. E.) in the wrong on this subject. If the gen- 
temgn thought proper, let him otier the proposti- 
tion as an amendment, sa 

Mr. HENLEY merely wished to state (he sat) 
that he had himself advocated the same proposi- 
tion, and had advocated a similar proposition for 
the five years of which he had been a member of 
this body. 

Mr. EMBREE said he was glad to hear that his 
collengue had always supported such a measure, 
and regretted to hear his other colleague [Mr. Pst- 
TIT, who had expressed dissent] say that he would 
never supportit. ‘This was butan entering w edge 
to reforms tHat were to follow; and let bim ( Mr. 
Le.) say that 

The hour having expired, Mr. E. was cut off in 
the midst of his sentence. 


Mr. VENABLE said he had listened with at- 





No member who understood the proposition || tention to the remarks of the gentleman fram Indi- 

















1849. 


» the subject of mileage, retrenchment, and 





a Ss in general. But he was fearful that the 
. Heman had undertaken too large a job to he 
caecessful; that he was traveling too weary a path 
get many to walk with him; and he micht per- 
hang find a great many willing to start with him, 
who would not be willing to goallthe way. He 


iad undertaken more, at least, he thought, than 
-quid be accomplished during the whole session. 


cor . 
Most of the remarks which he proposed t® offer, 
he intende dshould have reference to the question 


f mileage, upon which he proposed, at the close 
:s speech, tooffer anamendment. Perhaps he 
mioht be better understood, if the amendment were 
read at once, In connection with the amendment of 
sip centiemen from Indiana, and other amendments 
ich had been proposed. He would send it to 
the Clerk’s table for that purpose. 

The CHALRMAN said there was already pend- 

> an amendment to an amendment; and the 
amendment, therefore, of the gentleman from North 
Carolina could not be in order. 

Mr. VENABLE did not propose to offer his 
amendment at this time. He desired it should be 
read merely for information. 

The amendment was then read, as follows: 
worided. That the members of Congress shall receive 
their actual expenses for traveling from their residence to 
civ of Washington, by the usual traveling route, and 
eht dotlars a day Whilst on their way to the seat of Gov 
erament: provided that in the estimation of the latter, no 
more stall be charg “i than the average time necessary to 
perform the journey: .@td provided «also, That no member 
ther House of Congress, who is absent from itss ervice, 
without being excused by a vote of the House to which he 
belongs, shall be entitled to his per diem, uiless such ab- 


‘ 





sence be oeeasioned by sickness, or other sufficient reason, 
to be judged of by the House of which he is a member: .4nd 
0 further, That it shall not be lawful for the members 


the Sena 


a ; meeting of that 
body usually ealled after the election or inauguration of any 
President of the United States.’? 

Mr. V. continued. He said he should direct 
his remarks chiefly to the abuses under the law 
of mileage. He would say, at the outset, that he 
entertained but little objection either to the amend- 
ment by the gentleman from Georgia, or to the 
rate of mileage as it was now charged. His amend- 
ment, therefore, was proposed merely to test the 
sincerity of the advocates for retrenchment upon 
this subject, and to bring the whole matter in some 
tangible form before the committee. He was en- 
tirely willing that this whole subject might go be- 
fore the public in any shape, and at any time. It 
was no new subject in this House. It was noth- 
ing new to him to,hear gentlemen break forth in 
strains of the most stirring eloquence, as they com- 
pare the pay of members of Congress with that of 
the war-worn soldier, and the meagre pension for 
the supporte? his family; condemned to eat their 
scanty fare around a three-legged table, and the 
soldier, with a wooden lee himself, in tattered gar- 
ments; while members of Congress are growing 
rich on the bounty of the treasury. He did not 
charge any gentleman of the House with a desire 
to recommend himself to the country as the friend 
and patron of the poor soldier, par excellence. He 
had heard these remarks from both sides of the 
House, bat he made no personal reflection upon 
either hand. _ But he would say that the tenden- 
cies of all these remarks, and the efforts at re- 
trenchment upon this subject, were against the 
Strenzth and permanency of our institutions. He 
charged no man with being ademagogue; it would 
be unbecoming to make such a charge; but if there 
was a character on earth who deserved the unaffect- 
ed loathing of men, it was the character to which 
le referred—the filthy, slimy being, who, like the 
snail, always left his mark in the track where 
le moved. If ever our beloved institutions should 
come to rum, it would be when they should fall 
into the hands of these demazogues, whose hearts 
were always as filthy as their heads were empty. 

Mr. EMBREE interposed here to inquire of the 
gentleman from North Carolina, whether he in- 
tended to be understood as making allusion to him 
by the remarks just made. 

Mr. VENABLE replied: Not a word was so in- 
tended by him. He made no personal allusion— 
none whatever. He intended no distinct allusion 
ftther to the gentleman from Indiana or to any 
other gentleman. But he reiterated his statement, 
that demagogues were, of all men, the most dan- 
gerous to our institutions; and the page of history 
Would bear him out in the assertion, that although 
the rights and liberties of the people were some- 
times overthrown by the sword of the conqueror 


to receive any mileage for th 





| him any questions about his mileage. 
| not expect of membe 


and the plots of the traitor, they more fr quently 
fell by the stiletto stab of the demagogue. Lx i 
arorues ina free government were like children 
with fire in the woods: they always ki ba 


immediately rave beyond 


He warned every 
therefore, to beware how he 


flame which would 
power to control it. 


silowed himself to 


fan such a flame. He had never seen a man of 
this character who did not always, and on 
occasions, prof ss the deepest atiection for t 
people, and the suffering poor, wie 1 served 
the country. As for himself, he loved the peo; 


about as much as they loved him; but they would 
spurn him i ( 
might descend to talk in his place here about 
poverty and sufferings of their wives 


In contrast with the 


from their confidence, whenever he 





and fanilre sy 





ition of the function- 


himself and hi 


“OMmpens 
Government. For 
s, he would say, that 


1} ! » i ’ . ' ‘ . 
a noble constituency—an enlightened consutuency 3 


aries of the 
colleague they represented 
but whenever it was in his power to contribute 
anything to their further enlightenment, he was 
always happy to do so. Our constituents were 
not men to be operated upon by alarmists; they 
were never frightened at trifles. He declared that 
he never heard this question about the re of 
members of Congress so much as once menuened 
amonest them; and the man that would go and 
tell them that he (Mr. V.) had received twenty- 
two dollars and a half more mileage than he was 
entitled to, would find himself nothing the gainer 
by such a course, buc he would bring upon him- 
self (what he would also deserve) the public scorn 
for his paltry effort. Elis constituents did not ask 
The yd d 


of Congress to be 


miles 





rs sucit 
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| whole-hearted patriots as to be willing to begsar 


serving them. ‘Lhey 


man was found to be 


i 1. 
the sake of 


where a 


themselves for 
considered that 


' worthy and willing to come to Congress, he ought 


| to be paid for the service. 


And in view of the 
charge that members of Congress came here to 
make money, he affirmed the fact, that there was 
nota single member from his State who had not 


| left a better business at home—who had not made 
| a pecuniary sacrifice to serve the country, besides 


| the sacrifice for the 
| endearments that cluster about their homes. 


| ing here as a money-making business! 


time of ali the attractions of 
the social circle in which they moved, and all the 
Yet 
the gentleman from Indiana could talk about com- 
He could 
hardly think the gentleman serious. He 
hardly believe that any gentleman who had aban- 
doned a judgeship could seriously attribute to the 
purposes of gentlemen coming to Congress the 
sordid idea of making money. ‘This mileage, and 


could 


ithe per diem of eight dollars, the twenty-five 


thousand dollars for the President, and the saiaries 
of other officers of the Government, were all fixed 
at a time when money was worth much more than 
at present; and this tact was a sufficient refutation 
of any proposition to retrench in these respects, 
The fact was, that so far from its being too iarge, 


| the compensation of members of Congress was 


not large enough to afford any inducement to pre- 
fer the privations which their position rendered 
necessary, to the comforts and emoluments of pri- 
vate life or professional occupation. 

He supposed no gentleman could charge him 
with speaking out of any special regard for his 
own case, for his mileage was an inconsiderable 
sum, and besides, hé resided near the magnetic 
wires. He could be informed at any time of the 
affairs of his household, ard in less than twenty 
hours he could go there and place himself in the 
midst of that domestic circle around which all 


| the best affections of his heart were wont to clus- 


ter. But there were gentlemen here from the far- 
off State of Texas, where disease and distress 
might make its incursions, and where the fell 


| destroyer might cut down the most cherished 





objects of their affections, whilst the distance pre- 
cluded the possibility of their presence to aid or 
to console. Was there no sacrifice incurred in 
such cases? Did gentlemen suppose the country 
so ungrateful as to hesitate about rewarding men 
for devoting the best days of life to the public ser- 
vice, at the expense and sacrifice, for the time 
being, of the best feelings of the heart? The man 
that could doubt in this matter, though he might 
be sincere, wet he deserved to be compared with 
the blacksmith he once heard of, (none the worse 
man, however, for being a blacksmith,) who ob- 
jected and argued that @ certain judge should not 
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receive a salary of fifteen hundred 


dollars, upon the p! 


or two thousand 

ea that he would be willing to 
ve all the causes for one hundred and fifty dol- 
: inevitable tendency of this system of 
retrenchment in salaries would be to introduce 
disqualified persons into places of the highest trust. 
There could always be found loafers and vacrants 





enouch to take these places; and offices would be 
in the hands of men who would become the 
most factle subjects of corruption. But it was 


ys the part of wisdom to place men charged 
with the high trusts of the Government, if possi- 


ble, above the reach of corruption—in positions 





where they may be sure of adequate support in 
the independent discharge of their duties. 
it was true that men of patrimonial wealth could 
ito be members of Coneress. But did gen- 
tlemen desire to make a seat in the councils of the 
tion desirable only to the unworthy and disqual- 
ihed, or those whose opulence enabled them to 
encounter the saerific Was the renerous ambi- 
tion which filled the bre t of the obscure and 
enniless son of genius to be utterly extinguished, 


and a heartless aristocracy of wealth, or a atill 
n of insolent and undeserving 

orance appropriate the honors of the State to its 
detriment, if notits destruction? He looked eround 


m, and was pre ud to re 


more heartiess re 


cognize honorable gen- 
tlemen, respected at home and recognized as active, 
distinguished members of this House, and of the 
Senate, whose native talent and untiring enerey 
had won for them their station in spite of the dis- 
advantages which had beset their early life. He 
saw many here whose genius had bloomed ina 
desert, but by sedulous culture, had produced the 
rich fruits which had often been denied to those 
plants which had all the advantage of hot-house nur- 
ture. It was the genius of our institutions to elicit 
the best mental gifts of our people, and to reward 
them for their use. A paltry system of compen- 
sation would drive such men, (and he must say, 
valuable and practical men,) from the service of 
the public, because the duties which they owed to 
their families demanded the first payment—a de- 
mand to which no honest heart could ever be insen- 
sible, 

But was it true that this princely compensation 
was really paid to members of Congress? It was 
We, the immediate representatives of the 

people, are paid less than any of the subordinates 
who are placed at the heads of bureaus, or their 
chief employees. Members of this House were 
rarely appointed to such stations, but they seemed 
to be reserved for retired Senators and ex-Govern- 
ors of States. It was easy to cry out ** reform— 
retrenchment”—a sound which catches the public 
ear, and sometimes may eflect something, tempora- 
rily, for an anxious aspirant; but the Good Book 
had told us that ‘*the beginning of strife is as the 
letting out of water.’? Those who raise such 
storms were often the greatest sufferers from the 
effects of their own erts. He cautioned gentle- 
men that such declarations as had been made 
here to-day of the corruption and unworthiness 
of the practices of the members of the American 
Congress could in no way serve to elevate them 
in the public estimation. Although the purpose 
of making such a charge was disavowed, yet the 
fact was said to exist; and the people must form 
a low estimate of the moral feelings of such a 
body of men. It was surely impolitic to weaken 
the moral force of our acts and opinions; and al- 
though a gentleman, by affecting to become a 
father confessor for this House, might make the 
people stare for a while, the recoil upon himself 
would be disastrous in the extreme. They will 
not readily believe that the men of their choice, 
respectable and respected at home, where best 
known, had suddenly become so altogether aban- 
doned and corrupt. 

it had been charged here that we were pouring 
the treasury into our pockets, in the shape of mile- 
age, and rewarding the public officers with extrayv- 
avant salaries, while the poor citizen- soldier was 
lost sight of. But he contended that there was not 

a country on which the sun shines, where the citi- 

zen-soldiers were so well paid as in our own, or 

where their widows end children were cherished 
by the Government with more sedulous care. No 
man in this Government could serve his country 
in the field without feeling well assured of his re- 
ward. Where were the millions of broad acres of 
military grants ? ~ To whom had they been given? 
‘Po the men who had fought the battles of the 


not. 


o> 


if 
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country, and hazarded their lives by warring for 
their country’s rights and their country’s honor. 
T'o such men had these Jands been conveyed; and 
they were deserving of them. He beerudged them 
not a dollar of their pay. This was a beautiful 
and beneficent system « f ours, for the encourage- 
ment and support of these who go forth to battle 


at the cail of their coul . 
al inducements to be of- 


lie aesiread noi bitte 
fered to our young men to be soldiers, for the very 
soul of chivalry dweit in their bosoms. At the 
first blast of war, myriads of swords leaped from 
ther si irds,andembeattied legions poured forth 
in one mighty swelling flood, ‘To the soldier the 
laure! wreath, with its unfading verdure, was a 
hich rewird. But the distinctions and honors of 


' 


the count’y were aiso his: when he fellin battle, 


i 
the couniry’s flag was his shroud, and a nation’s 
teart en ewed h ; ive. . ould cise ine eut 
him down, or wounds disable him, the fe of 
his bosom and the children of his love were 
tered by his country. Should we, then, é lal the 
continual flow of a stream of wealth from the 
treasury, and convert ours lves into a nation of 
soldiers making our trade war, and our delight 
carnage? Should we invoke a military spirit to 
ride with uncontrotied dominion over us? [le 
would deplore such an event. There was } 


a more beautiful illustration of the efficiency of a 


ciuzen-soldiery, than that recently presented to our 


View at the close of the Mexici n war. There 
were members of both Houses of Conerress—sonie . 
members when the war commenced, and others 
now present before hinn—wuo, on the first call of 
the country, abandoned their civie duties and their 
domestic ties, and w t forth to tae battie-n — 
whose gallant heart yore them on in the tide of 
battle, and whose cieerful voices gave energy to 
their gallant followers, and carried dismay to their 
enemies: and whilst in the full career of their 
military achievements, the last rude blast of war 
was blown, smiling peace came over the land, and 


immediately the tue of citizen-soldiers returned 
home to mingle in the courtesies of civil life, and 
to be known as soldiers no more—knewn Gniy in 


the erat 


itude of their country, and the honorable 
recollection of posterity. 


Like the drops of wate: 
drawn froin the earth by the sun, and borne by 
{ 


the winds that direct the clouds till they emp 
themselves into the Ocean F 


) 
, no artist’s skill or 
power can distinguish them from the 
But these 
(his ealiant colleagues, to whom he had referred) 


could ¢ 


chenist’s 
waves with which they are mingled. 
peak for themselves and the high-toned 
spiritag which they had led, and he knew they 
would say here that the country was not un- 
grate ful. 
Nor had the soldiers of the ] 
neglected. 
wants were at first partially supplied; and upon 


Revolution been 


With an impoverished treasury, their 


the increase of national wealth, the soldiers, both 
reguiarand militia, had been pensioned and parid— 
the soldiers of all our wars, whether with Britain 
or with the savage tribes of this country—as the 
land warrants covering the States of ‘Tennessee, 
Kentucky, Ohio, and other States, would testify. 
They won an empire with their swords, and a 
grateful people had, by law, given them their re- 
ward in the dominion of the soil. Let not gentle- 
men, then, raise this dust in the battle of retrench- 
ment. The soldier had never been refused his 
elann, and millions had been added as a bounty 
Yor his servi 

All this, however, he supposed was necessary, 
in the furnishment and paraphernalia of a speech 
on retrenchment and reform. But, could gentle- 
men expect that a man, such as should be selected 
to represent an enlightened constituency, would be 
willing to come here, subject himself to the numer- 
ous assaults made upon him by those who were 
unscrupulous enough to hazard anything foreifect— 
charged with petty larceny upon the treasury for 
receiving mileage improperly, and so branded in 
the newspapers before the whole country ,—could 
any suppose that such an one would be willing to 
endure all this, in addition to his duties as a mem- 
her of Congress, for any mere paltry compensa- 
tion? For himself, he feit but little concern for the 
first named aunoyances. He looked for a more 
enduring reputation than that which could be either 
given or taken away by paltry editorials, or news- 
paper puils, or denunciations of any sort. He de- 
sired no wreath to entwine his brow which might 
be gathered from such a source. He desired not 





He was in- 
sensible alike to censure or approbation coming 
irom such a source. 

but the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. Emprer} 
finds a panacea for’ these evils which are so alarm- 
ing, 10 proposing to abate one half of the per diem 
after the session shall have continued a given num- 
ber of days. Does he not recoilect that excess 
of legisiation is the greatest evil under which we 
labor? 

Mr. EMBREE. With the gentleman’s permis- 
slone-—-— 

Mr. VENABLE. Certainly, sir. 

Mr. EMBREE. Will not this curtail legisla- 
tion by withholding the pay ? 

Mr. VENABLE, No, sir, it will make hasty and 
improvident legistation before business is digested 
by the committees; it will make confusion worse 
confounded, it will convert this Elouse into a body 
of wealthy men who can do without pay, and a set 
of hungry oflice-seeking loafers, who continually 
look to Executive patronage for their reward. A 
venal House of Representatives and a venal Senate 
will be the result of such an experiment, make it 
when you will. 

He thoueht that a seat in the American Con- 
rress ought to be regarded as one of thechighest in 
Members, amply and richly 
compensate d lor their services, wouid have no m- 
ducements to look out of this House for further 
honers and rewards. ‘The awful recoil which this 
policy of paitry pay would produce in a subservi- 
ent Cengress to Executive will, was truly appal- 
ling. Already the iniluence of Executive patronage 
was fel(, and nothing would make it so absolutely 
irresistible as to place members in circumstances 
to feel pecuntary pressure, brought on by their 
public duties. ‘ihe heart that never shrunk from 
danger would someumes give way vefore the cor- 
growing out of the unsupplied 
wants of those whose comfort he must provide for. 
The firmest nerves had been overcome by this pres- 
sure from without; and public security and the 
interest of the people demand that the temptation 
should not exist. 

The genteman from Indiana had also spoken of 
the franking privilege—of the tons of documents 
thus sent by the mails. But to whom were they 
sent? To our constituents, They received the 
benefits. ‘They demanded this labor of their Rep- 
resentatives, Whe gentleman was perbaps the only 
person in the HLouse who considered it a privilege. 


from the pens of venal letter-writers. 


the giltoi tie people. 


roding anxicties 


[It was the greatest labor which a member had to | 


perform. but it operated most uselully, and gave 
the people the information they desired. Our people 
were the best informed people in the world upon 


all subjects of public interest, because of those fre- 
, . ; 


quent communications with their Representatives | 
1 


at the seat of Government. 
lege was a privilege to the people, but a burden to 
the members of Congress—a burden which he would 
gladiy throw off, but for the necessity which ex- 
ists to meet the demands of the people for informa- 
tion. Neither was the complaint well founded 
that twelve copies of the Congressional Globe and 
vippendix were given to each member of Congress. 
It was right. itenabled them to deposite in the 


The franking privi- | 


most public places in their districts copies of the | 


legislative and documentary history of the coun- 
try. The people could consiflt them with facility 
and with profit. No member desired more than 
orte copy for himself, and to this he was fully en- 
tiled. But the ume would not allow him to enter 
into a full examination of all the systems of re- 
trenchment and reform which the gentleman had 
proposed, It was so vast and comprehensive that 
he teared all the powers of the gentleman would 
prove insuflicient to compress it all into the present 
short session: and he might perceive, upon ex- 
amination, that many things look like evils which 
are not so in fact. Perhaps the gentleman might 
be a member of the next Congress, or in some 
higher station, and a calm review of this matter, 
after the canvass of next summer shall be ended, 


might satisfy him that things are not altogether so | 


bad as they appear. 


He entertained very little feeling upon this ques- | 


tion of mileage. He was willing to vote for the 
amendment which had been read, whengver it might 
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to soar in the atmosphere of popular applause on 
wings the plumage of which was to be borrowed 


be in order, and which would not leave one doilar | 


of mileage in the pockets of members beyond their 
traveling expenses. He was most willing, also, 


Jan. lI, 


to vote for the other branch of his ay 
which he esteemed a very important one i. ane 
** "Phat no member of either House, who shall | 
‘absent from its service without being exe ae 
‘a vote of the House to which he belongs 
‘entitled to his per diem, unless such absence Shall 
‘be occasioned by sickness, or other sufficien: “ é 
‘ son, to be judged of by the House of which he ne 
‘member.’’ ‘This provision would exclude Seg 
their per diem such gentlemen as felt called oor 
to leave their places in Congress to make Pres 
dential speeches in Buffalo and along the lakes 
Mor all the time they might be absent on gyoh 
business, or any other business, there . 
so much deducted from their pay. 

Mr. GiDDINGS. Will the gentleman 
North Carolina allow me to ask hima question ? 

Mr. VENABLE, (with some hesitation.) Yer 
as the gentleman is an old friend, " 

Mr. GIDDINGS. Would the géntleman do. 
duct the pay of members for their absence while 
attending upon the Conventions at Baltimore ang 
Philadelphia? 

Mr. VENABLE replied, Certainly; and he 
added, he hoped the honorable gentleman who 
had received pay from his party for attempting to 
revolutionize the State of Maine, would not algo 
receive pay of the Government for constructive 
services at the same time. [A laugh.] 

In the palmy days of our Republic, members 
asked leave of absence, and their pay was deducted 
for each day they were not In their seats, This 
rule had now ceased to be observed, but he would 
revive it; and if gentlemen choose to visit, to stay 
in their quarters, or practise law in the country, 
let the treasury be spared the infliction of a pay- 
ment for services not rendered. Such a rule was 
just, and obviously proper. Neither should Sen- 
ators who adjourn on the 4th of March, and re- 
assemble on the Sth, receive constructive mileage: 
and this was provided against in the third clause 
of his amendment. ‘This needed neither argument 
nor illustration. But should his amendment fail, 
he would vote for that of the gentleman from Indi- 
ana, [Mr. Empree,] as amended by the gentleman 
from Georgia [Mr. Srervens]. He felt no objec- 
tion to ample mileage for distant members. It was 
one of the ties which bound the Union together, 
and which prevented the removal of the capital 
further west. It enabled distant members to have 
their families with them here, which was proper 
and right. Gentlemen should not inconsiderately 
sever any tie which binds the States together. He 
would make but a poor demonstration as a states- 
man, who would aliow himself to cipher out upon 
a slate the value of good fellowship amongst the 
members of this great Confederacy. 

The subject of mileage uniformly furnishes a 
fruitful theme for declamation, and should be put 
atrest. The dear people are much more deeply 
concerned about other matters, and do not require 
any €pecial demonstrations of punctiliousness on 
the part of Congress with reference to this subject. 
For the last ten years it had been frequently called 
up and subjected to an examination, but nothing 
had been made out of it yet. The wrongs of the 
people, resulting from the extravagant compensa- 
tion of members of Congress, had been often pro- 
claimed, but the people themselves did not seem 
to have found it out. Perhaps they may be gal: 
vanized into sensibility at last. But until they 
make their own manifestations of discontent, It 
will be but reasonable, perhaps, to conclude, that 
after all, they care but little about the matter. 

In conclusion, he reiterated what he had said in 
the beginning of -his remarks, that his design was 
simply to test the sincerity of gentlemen who 
seemed to be desirous of bringing this, matter of 
mileage compensation down to the lowest point. 
He did not approve of it; but he would vote for it, 
because he was glad of the opportunity it might 
afford of taking away what had been such a fruitful 
source of patriotic declamation at almost every 
session of Congress, as far back as his recollection 
extended. For himself, he did not object if others 
received a large bill of mileage, while his was only 
asmall one. He desired chiefly that the question 
be settled. He would have the matter of mileage 
settled as firmly as was the perdiem. He would 
have it settled upon a plan the justice of which all 
would admit. Or if strict justice could not obtain 


endment 


used by 


, Shall] he 


Vou Id ve 
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_in the case, he would say to the committee, Let us 
|| approach the subject at once, in a spirit of disin- 


i} 


terested liberality, and settle it like men. 
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passing remafk upon the proposition of the gentle- 
man from) North Carolina, [Mr. Venasce,] (of 
which nothing more was heard by the reporter, 
than that it was, in his opinion, more liable to the 
objections which the gentleman himself had urged 
chan perhaps any preposition which had been 
made, and that it would reduce the mileage of the 
members from Texas, for instance, three-fourths, 
while the pending proposition would only reduce 
it one-half, ) he proceeded to SAY, that he should 
confine his remarks to the question of mileage. It 
had been alleged here (he said) that the compensa- 
tion of members of Congress was inadequate. If 
twas so, (which he did not believe,) let it be 
fairly, equally adjusted ; let it be raised ; let the 
compensation be fair, if it was not fair; let the 
mileage be fair, if it was not fair. He did not 
plead for a niggardly economy; he but demand- 
ed justice. He said, your law is not just. ‘That 
was the substance of the publication which he 
had made, which had called forth all the obloquy 
and defamation which had }been poured out upon 
him. Was there any reason why,,if these, ac- 
counts were fair and proper, they should not be 
exposed to the public ? 

Gentlemen said, My constituents never talk 
about the mileage which [ receive. Why, he ven- 
tured to say, probably not one-hundredth part of 
the constituents of members of this House, a 
month ago, had any definite idea of the amounts 
which were received by members of Congress for 
mileage. He had come forward and taken the 
responsibility of the accounts of mileage. 

He had heard general charges made upon this 
floor, of falsehood, of defamation, and injustice in 
the article which he had written upon this subject. 
Now that he had the floor, let gentlemen make 
these charges directly, distinctly; he asked any 
member to say for himself, whether, in this publi- 
cation which he (Mr. G.) had made, he was charged 
with having received more mileage than he had ac- 
tually received. Was there any one so charged ? 
If so, let him speak for himself. {A pause.] 

There was not one, he believed. No gentiemen 
rose— 

Mr. WM. T. LAWRENCE, (in his seat,) was 
understood to say there was a mistake of one figure 
in the statement of his mileage, which represented 
him as receiving $100 more than he actually re- 
ceived, 


Mr. GREELEY said he was happy to be in- | 


formed of the error, and he would gladly correct 
it. It was not to be wondered at, that in four long 
columns of figures one error should have occurred. 

The gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Sawyer] had 
said there were a hundred errors in the article. 
Who had shown them? Had any gentieman (ex- 
cept one) shown them in his own account? Was 


there any error in the gentleman’s account? If 


so, he had not stated it. 


Mr. BARRINGER (who was standing in the | 


area, in company with several other gentlemen, in 
reply, as was supposed, to some remark, in an 
undertone, and not heard by the reporter) said, I 
have never read the article. 


take. If there is any mistake, let it be made 
known. 


Mr. TURNER. Do I understand the gentle- 
man as challenging contradiction ? 


Mr.GREELEY. Then do not charge any mis- | 


Mr. GREELEY. A contradiction of the state- | 


ment. 


his name is more than he does receive pay for? 


I ask any gentleman to say whether the | 
number of miles set down in that article against | 


and whether the amount of mileage stated is more | 


than he does receive ? 


Mr. TURNER. The gentleman from New | 


York charged me with receiving $998 extra mile- |: 
r 





age, excess of mileage 
Mr. GREELEY (interrupting.) Excess above 
what would have been charged by the nearest 
mail route. That is‘explained twenty times in the 
article, 2 
an excess above what is allowed you by law. 
Mr. TURNER. The gentleman charges me 
with having received an excess of mileage 
Mr. GREELEY. An excess above what? 
Mr. TURNER, (continuing his sentence,)—— 
of $998 above what I was entitled to—— 
_Mr. GREELBW, (interrupting.) No, sir; no, 
sir. 
Mr. TURNER, (continuing,) 
age was charged by the nearest mail route—— 











It does not charge that you have received 


if my mile- | 


‘take some ground to misrepresent it. 
tances here set down are the distances given in the || 
| post office book of the United States. 
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Mr. GREELEY obtained the floor, and, after a Mr. GREELEY. Over what you would have 


charged if you had charged by the nearest mail 
roule, : 

Mr. TURNER. I hope the gentiman will allow 
me to make my statement. 

The gentleman also stated in that’ same publi- 
cation that it was only eight hundred miles over 
the nearest post route from the city of W ashing- 
ton to where } : 





| resiae, 

Mr. GREELEY. What is your post office? 

Mr. TURNER. [ said, when I had the floor be- 
fore, and I repeat it now, that that statement is ut- 
terly, unqualinedly false. And if the gentleman had 
looked at the maps ofj the country—he (Mr. T.) 
had not gone with an instrument over the route, 
and taken the latitude and lonzitude—but if the 
gentieman had desired to have spoken the truth in 
that publication, and had looked at a map of the 
country, he would have found that uponan air line 
he (Mr. T.) resided more than eight hundred 
miles to the west, and over two hundred and 
forty north, of the city of Washington. Now, he 
charges me with taking an excess in what | took 
for over eight hundred miles, when by an air line, 
the distance is more than eight hundred miles. 
Therefore | say his publication ts false and willfully 
false, and | repeat it. 

Mr. GREELEY, (resuming.) Now, I] shall use 
no such language; it is not used by gentlemen in 
my section of the country. L could not teil; | made 
no accounts; | stated to this House that | directed 
a clerk to make out from the post oilice books the 
distances 

Mr. HARALSON (interrupting) said he wanted 
to inform the gentleman that the books upon which 
he based his calculations were not correct 
books; for when the Committee on Mileage, in 
making up his (Mr. H.’s) account, had written 
him a letter to Know the distance between this city 
and his residence, he had not trusted his own recol- 
lection, but had referred that letter to the Postmas- 
ter General, and he had received in reply from the 
acting First Assistant Postmaster General that the 
distatice was 947 miles by the direct route over 
which the great southern mail was transported. 
He read the letter, and said that the route which 
the Postmaster General had specified was that over 
which 999 out of 1,000 travelers went, and was the 
direct and almost tle only route between this city 
and his residence. 

The article which had been published by the 
gentleman did great injustice to many members of 
this House, as wellasto him, (Mr. H.,) who had 
not pretended to estimate the distance between this 
city and his residence, but had referred it to the 
Postmaster General, and had received pay for the 
distance furnished by that officer. The gentleman 
charged him with having taken an excess of 
$166— 

Mr. GREELEY interrupted, and claimed the 
floor. 

The CHAIRMAN said that the gentleman from 
New York had the floor. 

Mr. HARALSON said he had understood that 
the members of the House had been invited to show 
it, ifany injustice had been done them in this news- 
paper article. It had been done to him, impliedly 
at least. 

Mr. GREELEY. Now, here is tle post office 
book. It was the only account | could get. Can 
I go around to correct the books of the department? 
I took the books, or rather my reporter took the 
books, and found that the gentleman from. lilinois 
{Mr. Turner] was put down as eight hundred and 
thirty-two miles from this city by the nearest post 
route, when he charged mileage for two thousand 
and eighty miles. Could | be expected to go be- 
hind these books, when I had not even the time to 
make out the account atall? I cannot say that the 





the 


| distances are all precisely as they are set down 


here; but this was the best authority I could get, 
and official authority. 

The gentleman from Georgia [Mr. Haratson] 
says the route over which he charged is the usual 
southern mail route. This 1 do not doubt. This 
very article says that the distances put down are 
not of those routes over which the mails are sent, 
or on which postage is charged in some cases. 
These explanations are made inthe article; it went 
out with these statements; and every gentleman 
who has objected to the article has been obliged to 
The dis- 


2G 
— 
Well, the gentleman from Mississippi, [Mr. 
Brown,] who assailed me yesterday—— 

Mr. BARRROW interpose i and (the fl vor hav- 
ine been yielded) said he had understood that while 

» (Mr. "B.) had been absent from his seat, the 
entteman from New Yerk had challenged any 
member to say that he was put down in this arti- 
cle, which was written by gentleman, as he 
himself had acknowledged, as having received 
more pay than he actually did receive. 

Mr. GREELEY, (interrupting.) ‘Than is stated 
upon the book. 

Mr. BARROW, (continuing.) In that publi- 
ar as he recollected, he was stated to 
have received an amount, though small, more than 
he actually received. 

Mr. GREELEY. 
Mr. BARROW. 


: 
dollars. 


' 
the 


cauion, as n 


How much ts it? 
About twenty or twenty-five 
If there was error in receiving what the gentle- 
man put down, there was error in receiving five 
doliars too much, and therefore, as [ have been 
challenged, | conceived it to be 
that arsed me with having 
received twenty or twenty-five dollars more than 
[do. It may be a typographical error, or it may 
be intentional. I do not mean to enter at all into 
the controversy, nor should | 
word, but for u 
New York. 

Mr. GREELEY. TI am ; 


planation of the gentleman. 


my duty to state 
the gentleman has e| 


have said a sinele 


1e challenge of the gentleman from 


lad to hear this ex- 
I wish to give this 
opportunity for those statements. [ asked your 
Sergeant-at-arms to give me his schedule, so that 
when any gentleman says there is a mistake, I 
could refer at once to it; but he refused to let me 
have it. 

The gentleman from Mississippi [Mr. Brown} 
made the direct eharge, yesterday, that the article 
was a gross falsification in respect to his mieage; 
and he said that he lived thiety-odd miles beyond 
Jackson, Mississippi, and that Jackson, Missis- 
sippi, was placed in my list as only some seven or 
eight hundred miles from this city, whereas the 
actual distance was over one thousand three hun- 
dred miles. Now the centieman is set down in m 
published list, * Albert G. Brown, Mississippi, 
1,047,”’ by nenrest post route, and the distance for 
which he receives pay, 2,330 miles. I have here 
the post office book before me, which declares that 
Jackson, Mississippt, 1s 1,010 miles; and if he 
lives 37 beyond, his distance is 1,047 miles by the 
nearest post route. Flere is the book—— 

Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, appealed to the 
gentleman to yield the floor. 

Mr. GREELEY. For explanation, not for 
argument. 

Mr. BROWN. Will the gentleman refer me 
to the hook from which he read? 

Mr. GREELEY. The post office book for 1842. 

Mr. BROWN. I wish to call the attention of 
the House to a portionof the gentleman’s article 
which he says he wrote himself. 

[He read that part which states that the distance 
is given at which each member actually lives from 
Washington, by the nearest post route, ‘as set 
down in the last official list of post offices, with 
their several distances from Washington.’’] 

“The last official list,’? says the gentlemen, in 
his article. Now, the gentleman has known, (if 
he did not know at the time this article waa pub- 
lished,) for the last three weeks, that that is not 
the last official list published by the department. I 
have in my hand a book published in 1546-—— 

Mr. GREELEY. A list of post offices? 

Mr. BROWN, (continuing.) Now, let me show 
the gentleman, because | don’t usually talk about 
matters of this sort without understanding them. 
Here is the book: ** Table of post offices, for 1846. 
Distances from the capital of the United States to 
the capitals of the several States and Territories by 
due course of mail, as shown by the principal 
points through which it passes. T e distances are 
given from post office to post office.” Now, ** from 
Washington to Montgomery, 1,035; from Mont- 
gomery to Jackson, Mississippi, 298, making 
1,333, the very number I mentioned the other day. 

Mr. GREELEY. Yes; but that is the circuit- 
ous route. ae ode 

Mr. BROWN. It is not the circuitious route. 
It is the nearest mail route; the route over which 
the mails are transported. 

Mr. GREELEY. | do not dispute that the 
mails are carried over that route. 
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Mr. BROWN. 
is the last book. lt Was pu ished, lefsays, ith 
1842; this one was publiste din 1846. 

Mr GREELEY. ltold the Clerk te ret the last 
he got the last he could find. It does not at all 
touch the fact; the fact is the real distance to Jack- 
s0n; by the nearest mail route, it is not over },050 


The centleman says his book 


miles, and the gentleman receives pay for 2,330 
miles. 

Now, let him (Mr. G.) re ply to some of the re- 
marks whit h the gentleman from Mississippi had 
seen fit to apply to him in the discussion yester- 
day. The ventieman had represented it as an 
abuse that an editor of a news ape had a seat on 
this flo rr, a rd that he edited his pape rtrom here. 
He (Mr. G.) presumed he had written Jess on th 
floor than aimo any other 
he had done no editorial writing here. There wi 


time enouvh for that out of this House. And 


entleman; certamily 


sides attending to his duties on this floor and in 
the commiuttee-room, he had been absent but one 
day, and that a private-bill day, and a short 

sion; and the chairman of the Committee on the 
Public Lands, of which he was a member, would 


tell the gendeman that he (Mr. G.) had not been 
absent from the meetings of that committee, and 
that he had sought, rather than shunned, labor on 
that cominittee. 
Mississinnpi would find he (Mr. G.) would be di 
por d to do as 
duties as a member of this Louse, as the gentie- 
man would deem desirable. Now, what was the 
abuse? ‘Phat he was the editor of a newspaper, 
was certainly true. "That he had given away the 
time of the public to editing his paper, was not 


fie believed the gentleman from 


much on this floor, or off it, of } 


true. Here were law yers who left their seats in 
this Hall for two or three weeks together, to altend 
to their practice, 
did not do it; he should devote his me to the dis- 
charge of the duties incum! 
brief time he had to serve here. 


Now, as to this matter of the reform of mileage: 


Of this he did not conplatn: he 


ent upon hin, tor the 


i 


every gentleman who had spoken had adimitted 
that the present system was wrong; that ther 

Almost every one sug- 
gested some amendment. If the present amount 
paid was just, il ourht to be more fairly distrib- 
uted. He said it was unjust. But this was a 
beggarly sum. It was only some sixty or seventy 
thousand dollars’ saving. Did you ever know of 
reform, of retrenchment, that was not beggarly: 


ought to be some change. 


tetrenchment was always a beggarly business; it 

was nota business for gentlemen. Gentlemanly 
instincts shunned it as a rather low business—us 
rather discreditable, even for editors. Reform 
when you will, itis always strike higher or lower, 
or it is something else that 1s to be amended—an 
entirely diiierent thing from that which you ar 
attempting to do. ‘The country would under- 
stand this; he was entirely sure ‘this House did 
understand i. It was the way, the genilemanly 
way, never to mind the expense; go it lavishly; 
divide, distribute to your friends, even if you go 
ashore; run in debt, repudiate, curse your cred- 
itors as descended from Judas iscariot. But he 
was not rocked in the cradle of gentility. 

Mr. McKAY here interrupted, and wished to 
notice a small error in the gentleman’s statement 
with reference to his mileage and distance from 
Washington. 

Mr. GREELEY hesitated to yield, but finally 
gave way. : é 

The CHAIRMAN several times called the com- 
mittee to order, and requested both gentlemen to sus- 
pend their remarks antl centlemen had taken their 
seats, stating that it was in violation of the rules 
for ot nilemen to congregate in the area. 

Mr. McK AY, after considerable delay, made 
his statement, from which it appeared that his ac- 
tual distance from Washington had been set down 
in the article in question at 387 miles, while it was 
stated that he received mileage for 395 miles, being 
an excess of mileage over what he should receive, 
compated by the nearest mail route, of $6 40. He 
stated that the gentleman from New York had 
omitted to add the distance beyond his nearest 
post office, and that that accounted exactly for the 
diilerence in the distances set down by the gentle- 
man, and of course for the excess of mileage 
which he was stated to have received. 
Fie stated that he had not made the correction 
with & view to find fault, but as the gentleman had 
invited corrections. Ele approved of the amend- 
ment, and should support it, 


a 


Mr. GREELEY accepted the caqgrection with 
leasure, and acknowledged that such inaccuracies 
must oecur, 
tie now wished to pay his respects briefly to the 
gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Root,} who had ad- 
dressed the committee when it was last in session; 
and he must say that either the gentleman had 
changed, or he (Mr. G.) had not known him; for 
there was atime when he could not have made 
that speech. He confessed, while he (Mr. G.) 
took his own share in that speeech very easily, he 
felt sorry for the gentleman’s. We did not easily 
part with our associates. The gentleman had com- 
menced by saying that they had seena great many 
such propositions before the House, and by ask- 
He had said that 
when one reform came up, something else was 
piled upon it, until you run the thing into the 
and buried it there. And then, the gentle- 
man had done the very same thing. He had said 
this ts all wrong, and he had proposed an amend- 
meut of his own to charge for traveling by the 


ing what had become of them 


round 


we. Why, under this plan, who would know 
how much to charge? Lor instance, say the gen- 
tiemen from ‘Texas in November required three 
hundred hours’ travel to come to Washington: who 
could tell bow long it would require for them to 


go back in April or in August? It would be alla 
matter of guess work. And who guessed for the 
treasury? who guessed for Uncle Sam? It was 


tolaily impracticable. Some gentlemen might 
end a dollar an hour in traveling, othe rs only a 
r . 3 ’ 
hilline. iLey would inake no equaiuly. 


tie believed the proposition of the gentleman 
from Indiana { Mr. IUMBREE| was the very fairest and 
mivst practicable proposition that had been brought 
Chey never would devise any 
means whereby this matter of mileage would be 
enurely equal, He wanted it liberal. The views 
of the gentleman from North Carolina [Mr. Ven- 
ABLE] had gregt force. ‘The distant members— 
ly separated from their fam- 
lies—he (Mr. G.) would like to see paid higher 
than those who could retura to thetr homes at any 
time. He did not want a niggardly compensation 
to be given; it should be a venerous one. But 
he insisted that the amount at present paid was 
enormously jarge; to many it was two thousand 
dollars and to some near three thousand dollars, 
for that which did not cost them three hundred 
dollars. And as new States continued to be ad- 
mitted, these inequalities would increase. 


i 


tie believed that this was a matter demanding 


before the House. 


thos Who were entire 


1 


they should begin by first making a reform which 
touched their own pockets, the natural eilect 
would be to lead to other reforms; and these proper 

d judicious reforms being effected, the confidence 
of the country in this House would be increased, 
and the power of this Liouse to do good immensely 


enhanced. He believed it was desirable in every 


way; that it would strenethen the confidence of 


the people in the Government, and Jead them to 
feel that it was an equitable, a just Government; 
that they were assembied here to do justice lo 
themselves and to every one else; that they would 
correct abuses which affected their own pockets. 
He knew not whether, under the Constituuon, this 
reduction of mileage could be made to apply to the 
present Congress; if it could, so much the better. 

Mr. SCHENCK interposed, and wished to 
make an Inguiry. 

Mr..GREELEY having yielded the floor— 

Mr. SCHENCK said, he understood the whole 
tenor of the gentleman’s remarks to amount to this: 
that hedenied any intention of charging fraud or 
wrong upon Inembers of Congress, and claimed to 
be intent only upon obtaining a change of the law. 
Lie understood the gentleman to admit that, by the 


law as it now existed, and by the construction | 
for many years, if not always, placed upon that | 


law, members were legally authorized to receive 


mileage according to the usually traveled route, | 


and were not restricted to the nearest post route; 


and that the genteman wanted the law changed. | 
Very well; with that understanding, he would now | 
read from this article of the gentleman two or | 


three sentences: 


* Let no man jump at the conclusion that this excess has 
been charged and received contrary to law. The fact is 


otherwise. The members are all honorable men; if any | 


irreverent infidel should doubt it, we can silence him by 
relerting to the prefix to their names in the newspapers ; 


| and we presume each has charged just what the law allows 
i} hhimn,.’? 


the attenuon of the Hlouse. He believed, that if 
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Jan. ] I : 


Now, he wished to inquire of the gentlem 
whether he used that language irobically o, 
He inquired of him whether that was nota zr 
at a member of Congress, with this * pyce 
. > ’ | lo?! , . . Pe 
** honorable; and if sO, how he reconciled 


with the assertion the gentleman had co) tinn rh 

made here, that he never intended to jmpy:, . y 

; = y. 

thing wrong, fraudulent, or illegal to members 7p 

Convress? F 
Mr. GREELEY. I meet the inguiry direos 


I don’t think it dishonorable to take that which i, 
fairly yours under the law; though I should th nie 
it dishonorable for this House to continue : 
abuse and the irregularity after they have be. 
fairly exposed. ; 

Mr. SCHENCK. Do I understand the gen), 
man’s reply to be, that he did not intend a sheer 
upon members of Congress? 

Mr.GREELEY. No;I don’t say that. { Laueh- 
ter.} I do allow that to be, if you choose, a slaps 
at those who will not concur in correctine th. 
abuse—— ae 

Mr. SCHENCK. Those who won't volte as 
the gentleman irom New York says they ought to: 

Mr,GREELEY. If you want to.have it so, ” 

Mr. SCHENCK. Task, then, whether, in, 
aman should not vote as the gentleman from New 
York says, (many of them had already; but jer 
their former action pass now,) the gentleman did 
not define his meaning to be, that he intended io 
charge him with being a dishonorable man? 

Mr. GREELEY. I will say, I think he is an 
unjust man who don’t vote to make this more 
equal, 

Mr. SCHENCK. To £0 back to the rentle. 
man’s first reply, [laughter.] I understood the 
gentleman as saying that he did not charge a men- 
her of Congress with being dishonorable in takine 
the amount of mileage he now receives, because it 
is the law; but he wants the law changed: do | 
understand the gentleman as saying that anything 
may be honorable which is within the letter of the 
law? [Laughter. ] 

Mr. GREELEY. I do not think it quite so, 
{general laughter.] For instance, there is a national 
road which goes to the gentleman’s place of resi- 
dence, which is not more than five hundred miles 
from this city by that road; the gentleman charges 
mileage for seven hundred and eighty miles going 
around by the sinuosiuies of the river. I do not 
think that farr and equal. 

I have done my duty to this House and the 
country in relation to this matter. It rests with 
you to do yours. I have been made the mark for 
obloguy, sneers, defamation. I did what I thought 
was right and proper. I brought this information 
before the public. Now, if the House chooses to 
alter or amend the law in the way which I believe 
according to justice, very well; if not—— 

Mr. SCHENCK. Will the gentleman allow 
me to say a word before he closes? 1 understand 
(though [ could not hear him in the confusivi) 
that he speaks of something of my own case. 

Mr.GREELEY. I said this: as the United 
States have made a national road, on which the 
gentleman, by traveling five hundred miles, could 
reach this city from his residence, I think it not 
hardly fair for him to charge for seven hundred 
miles around by the sinuosities of the river. 

Mr. SCHENCK. Which he thinks not fair 
and honorable! 

First, as to the matters of fact: I do live 
near the national road, though not upon it. I have 
made no charge upon the Government, as the gen- 
tleman states me to do. 1 was inquired of by the 
Committee on Mileage, who, I think, sent me a 
circular as to the distance of my residence from 
this city. I told them that L lived fifty miles from 
Cincinnati, and that that was usually the traveled 
route. I will add that—such being the law, that 
the charge is to be by the usual route of travel— 
the distance from my residence, measuring by the 
river— not by Pittsburg, as many come, but by 


u 


li¢ 


| Wheeling—(which is the most usual route of 


: 


travel backwards and forwards between my place 
of residence and this and other eastern cities,) 18 
quite as much as I receive pay for. Now, I ask 
the gentleman, on that state of facts, what he 
means—whether his purpose is to charge that it 
was dishonorable in me to submit that statement 
to the committee, and to take my mileage com- 
puted by that way? 


Mr. GREELEY. No, I say it is not; but it 


| would be dishonorable to vote to continue that 





co’ = & 





nase. If the gentleman do not vote to correct 
that ineq iality, then lthink he will not vote as 
would be just and fixir. ts 

Mr. SCHENCK. As would be just and fair! 

cont understand the gentleman to be my con- 
evience-Keeper in the matter. It happens that I 
have always voted for that amendment of the law 
to which the gentleman alludes. If he will take 
the trouble to consult the Journal, he will find 
that upon some three occasions at least, 1 have 
voted for the nearest mail route as the standard on 
which mileage is to be charged. 

But | did not do it because I believed it would 
be dishonorable to vote the other way. It occurred 
to me that this was the best standard, I have not 
thought it necessary to justify, before the people, 
my vote, by re ferring to individual cases of mem- 
pers all around me, s¢ rving with me in Congress, 
as honorable men as | claim to be, who have only 
charged according to the law as it exists, or who 
rather have been allowed (and have made no 
charze themselves) according to the law upon the 
statute book. I have taken what the law allowed 
me, and what the gentieman knows the law al- 
lowed me. : 

Mr. GREELEY. I have so stated. 

Mr. SCHENCK, (continuing.) I have taken no 
more; | shall vote hereafier, as 1 have done be- 
fore, upon my own judgment; but I shall not 
undertake to fortify that judgment by sneer or 
irony, implying dishonor upon members around 
me, when | do net feel disposed, in an open, 
manly way, to make the charge upon them. 

Mr. GREELEY having concluded— 


[don 


Mr. MURPHY obtained the floor, and yielded 


to a motion that the committee rise; which prevail- 


ne— 


The committee reported progress. * 
TERMINATION OF THE DEBATE. 


Mr. VINTON said, that for the last two days, 


the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union had been engaged in the discussion of a 
single item of the general appropriation bill. It 


was very manifest that the committee would not | 


get beyond that for the next three weeks. It 
vas a subject which he had heard debated here 
nearly every session for about twenty years, and 
always with the same result. The experience of 
the last session had been such as to satisfy the 

louse that they never could get through the busi- 
ness part of the appropriation bill until debate was 
directed to be terminated. For the purpose, there- 
fore, of bringing debate on tiis item of mileage to 
a close, he would offer a resolution proposing to 
terminate the debate in one hour after the House 
should again have gone into committee. If that 
resolution should be adopted, it would probably 
take a week, or something like that, to get through 
with the bill, as the committee would then com- 
mence the business part of it. 

Mr. V. accordingly offered a resolution (in the 
usual terms) closing the debate upon the said bill 
in one hour after it should again have been taken 
up In committee, and providing that the committee 
should then proceed to vote on all amendments 
pending or to be offered, 


And Mr. V. demanded the previous question on | 


the adoption of the resolution. 
There was a second, and the main question was 
ordered to be now taken. 


Mr. HALL, of Missouri, asked the yeas and | 


nays on the main question; which were refused, 
(only five members sustaining the call.) 


The question was then taken, and tie resolution | 


was adopted. 
MILEAGE AND ADJOURNMENT. 


Mr. BELCHER, chairman of the Committee | 
on Mileage, rose and asked ieave to make a report | 


from that committee on the subject of mileage. 
Mr. STEPHENS objected, and moved that the 
House do now adjourn. 


And the question being taken, it was decided in | 


the negative. 
So the House would not adjourn. 


The Clerk was proceeding to read the report of | 


the Committee on Mileage. 


Mr. HENLEY moved that it be laid on the | 
He | 


table and printed. 

Mr. STEPHENS rose to a point of order. 
did not know, he said, how this report had come 
before the House. He had objected to its intro- 
duction, and he had not withdrawn his objection. 


| 


TH 


renewed hisobjection. The Chair thought that the 


gentieman was leaving his seat, and going out of 
the Hail. 

Mr. STEPHENS said he had not renewed his 
objection, because he had never withdrawn it. 
The SPEAKER said, if the gentleman from 
Georgia [Mr. Stepuens] persisted in his objection, 
the report could not be received. 

Mr. TURNER inguired if the report had not 
been referred ? 

Mr. POLLOCK moved that the House adjourn. 

Mr. McKAY asked the gentleman to withdraw 
his motion, to allow him (Mr. McK.) to introduce 
a bill. 

The motion to adjourn was withdrawn. 

Mr. McK AY asked leave, at this time, to intro- 
duce a bill to reculate the mileage of members and 
delegates in Congress, and for other purposes, 

Mr. STEPHENS objected. 

Mr. MeKAY gave notice that he would to-mor- 
row, or on some subsequent day, ask leave to in 
troduce the hill. 

Mr. STEPHENS. 
[Some merriment. ] 

Mr. HILLIARD moved that the House adjourn. 

The motion having prevailed, the House ad- 


I object to the notice. 


journed. 


-ETITIONS. 

The following petitions were presented under the rule, 
and referred : 

By Mr. KING, of Massachusetts: The petition of Allen 
Putnam and 155 others, citizens of Salem, Massachusetts, 
for reduction of the rate of postage and the abolition of the 
franking privilege, 

By Mr. MANN, of Pennsylvania: The petition of J. Clark, 
8. B. Young, and 29 others, citizens of Armstrong county, 
Pennsylvania, praying for a mail-route from Kittaning, in 
said county, via Cochran’s Mills, to Apollo, a distance of 
twenty-four miles. 

ty Mr. COCKE: The petition of John King and 1,009 
Others, citizens of Last Tennessee and Western Virginia, 
praying of Congress the restoration of four-horse post 


coaches on the mail-route from Blountsville to Kuoxville, | 


Tennessee. 

By Mr. WILLIAM T. LAWRENCE: A petition for a 
post-route from Ithaca, in Tompkins county, to Bath, in 
Steuben county, in the State of New York. 

By Mr. PALFREY: The petition of James Patterson and 
266 others, of Lancaster, Massachusetts, praying for a reduc 
tion of the rates of postage. 

Ry Mr. BUTLER: Two petitions from citizens of Lu 
zerme county, Pennsylvania, asking for an immediate modi- 
fication of the existing tariff laws. 

By Mr. HUNT: The petition of 52 citizens of Painesville 
Ohio, for a light-ship at the entrance of Niagara river. 

By Mr. CLAPP: The petition of Ephraim Sturdivant and 
others, of Maine, praying Congress that an appropriation 
may be made tor the erection of beacons and buoys on rocks 
and ledges in Caseo bay. 

On motion of Mr. DANIEL, the papers containing an ap 
plication for the extension of the patent of William W. Gray 
were referred to the Committee on Patents. 


> 


IN SENATE. 
Frivay, January 12, 1849. 

The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Senate 
fhe credentials of the Hon. James Cooper, elected 
a Senator from the State of Pennsylvania, for the 
term of six years from the 4th of March, 1849; 
which were read. 

MEMORIALS AND PETITIONS. 

Mr. TURNEY presented a petition from R. M. 
Edwards; which was referred to the Committee on 
Military Afiairs. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, presented addi- 
tional documents to sustain a petition presented 
last-session from Caleb Green; which, with the 
petition, were referred to the Committee’ on the 
Judiciary. 

Mr. DICKINSON presented a petition from citi- 
zens of the city and county of New York, asking 
for a reduction of the rates of postage, and the 
abolition of the franking privilege; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads.- 

Mr. STURGEON presented petitions from citi- 
zens of the counties of Lebanon and Luzerne, in 
Pennsylvania, praying for a change in the tariff; 
which were referred to the Committee on Finance. 


Mr, WESTCOTT presented a petition from | 


James Hook, asking for commutation pay; which 


was referred to the Committee on Revolutionary | 


Claims. 

Mr. ATCHISON presented a petition from the 
councillors and warriors of the Seneca Indians, 
asking the payment of certain moneys, of which 


they state that they were unjustly deprived by an | 


agent of the Government; which -was referred to 


The SPEAKER said the gentleman had not! the Committee on Indian Affairs. 
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Mr. JONES presented a memorial from James 
A. Bayard, a receiver of public moneys in lowa, 


asking to be released from the payment of money 
of which he was robbed; which was referred to 
the Committee on Public Lands. 

On motion of Mr. YULEEL, the papers in the 
case of Charles Brenan and others were ordered 
to be withdrawn from the files of the Senate. 

On motion of Mr. BRADBURY, the papers in 
the case of Rowland Carleton and William Miller 
were withdrawn from the files, and referred to the 
Committee on Penstons. 

On motion of Mr. BREESE, the papers in the 
case of Dorothea Payne were taken fram the files 
of the Senate, and referred to the Committee an 
Pensions. 

RESOLL 


af Mississioni, 


wT W 
PION. 


submitted the fal- 
considered and 


Mr. DAVIS, 
lowing res 
agreed to: 


} 
olution; Which was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Pensions be instructed 
to inquire into t expedient nid propriety of so extead- 
log the provisions of the pension laws as to include those 


who, Whilst engeged in the military 
States, may have been, or may be, dis 
dentto the lite of 


ervice of the United 
bled by casualty inei- 
, or by the miseonduct of others 
with whom their duty has brought them in contact. 


aAsodye 


Mr. BRIGHT submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which was considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be requested 
to report to the Senate the naine of each person appointed 
by him as desi ted depositary, in pursuance of the sub- 
treasury act, approved August 6, 1845, who has performed 
the duties of the above offices without any conipensation. 
Also, the amount of money received on deposit by such afi 
cers, from tie date of their appointments up to their last 
report; and whether any of the appropriations made since 
the passage of the above act, to be applied, ander the direc 
tien of the Secretary of the Treasury, tor clerk hire, of any 
other service connected with the exccutian af said law, ds 
now uuexpended, and if so, what amount. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD submitted the following 
resolution; which was considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire inte the expedieney of estab- 
lishing a post route from Russellville, Kentuely, by Buena 
Vista Springs, to Likton, and from Elkton to Madisonville, 
Kentueky. 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 

Mr. MASON, from the Committee on Claims, 
reported the bill for the relief of George Poindex- 
ter, with amendments. 

Mr. BREESE, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, reported a bill for the relief of James 
Hotchkiss; which was read a first time. 

On motion of Mr. BREESE, 

Ordered, Thatthe communication from the Commissioner 
of the General Land Office in relation to the clan be 
printed with the biil. 

MILITARY LAND WARRANTS. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
House bill in relation to an act entitled “* An act 
in relation to military land warrants," approved 
August 14, 1848. 

The bill having been ordered to a third reading, 
was read a third time, and the question was stated 
upon its passore. 

Mr. WESTCOTT. On yesterday, when this 
bill was called up, I stated that I had objections 
to it, as I then understood it. I have since made 
an examination with respect to it, and these objec- 
tions are confirmed. In February, 1847, we gave 
the soldiers in the Mexican war one hundred and 
sixty acres of bounty land. I will read the ninth 
section of that act : : 

[it provides, among other things, that every 
soldier or volunteer who shall serve twelve months 
during the war with Mexico should be entitled to 
receive a certificate or warrant for 160 acres of 
land, which, in the event of his death, should inure 
to his family or relatives, according to a prescribed 
rule. If the children were minors, their legaily 
constituted guardian was authorized to sell and 
dispose of such certificate for the benefit of thage 
interested, and all sales, mortgages, powers, or 
other instruments of writing going to affect the 
title or claim to any such bounty right, made or 
executed prior to the issue of such certificate or 
warrant, was thereby declared null and void; nor 
was such claim to bounty right to be affected by, 
or charged with, or subject to, the payment of any 
debt or claim incurred by the soldier prior to the 
issuing of such certificate or warrant.) , 

Sir, the provisions securing this donation to the 
soldier himself, and in case of his decease, to his 
widow and heirs, were proposed by the Senator 
from Missouri, [Mr. Bextrox,] as amendments to 


| she propositions of the Senator from Ohio over the 
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way, (Mr. Conwix.] There was considerable de- 


hate on its adoption, as all will recollect who were 

here. ‘These provisions were adopted by a decided 
| ! 

vote. By that vote the Senate manifested its pur- 

picaroon speculat 


xperience 


pose of discouraging UTS, 


who, in previous ca ' 
hal shown reaped the benefits of the gift intended 
' I well remember the 


« 


ses of similar jaws, ¢ 


for the soldier and his heirs. 
: 


t! , ' slwave 
emphatic denunciation of Ui harpies, always 
: ' ~_ | } . 
hovering around the ¢ harged soldiers, used on 
9 . 9 —— 
that occas! ry the Senator trom ivaissourt, | vir. 
Benron.} We l, sir, What has been the result? 


Your law has been disregarded and trifled with, 
and vou are now called on to sanction and legalize 
what, in the 
and declared should be regarded as fraudulent and 
void. You are asked to recognize these assignees. 
I say your law has been evaded. 

It is notorious that most of the bounty land cer- 


act I have referred to, you denounced 


tifieates and warrants are in the hands of assignees. 
They were obtaine d by buying the discharge trom 
the soldier, in some instances for thirty dollars, 
and in others for forty dollars, and so on up to one 
hundred and ten doilars 
the legal price of land, worth two hundred doliars. 
has not, 1 believe, 
In defiance 


s been transterred 


‘Lhe certificate w iS, al 


‘The current price in this city 
exceeded one hundred and ten doliars. 
of the law, the soldier’s right hi 
before the warrant issued in nine-tenths of the 
The contrivance adopted has been this: 
the soldier gave a power of attorney, often in blank, 
and authority to enter the land in his name. ‘This 
shift and evasion. ‘The officers of the 
Land Office here will not recoguize any right in 
ehily. ‘They allow 
the soldier to revoke his letter of attorney; and 
there are many cases In which caveats have been 
speculator has been 
1 am 


cases, 


Is aA mere 


the attorney, and they act r 


filed by the soldier, and the 
punished for his atlemptto evade the law. 
vlad of it. [tis right and just. 

Well, sir, at the last session the act of August 
14, 1848, was passed—an act by which we autho- 
rized the soldier and his widow or heir, excluding 
assignees, to locate their lands, first, in legal sub- 
divisions, that Is, forty, eighty, or one hundred 
and sixty acre tracts; secondly, where lands are 
held by law at higher prices than one dollar and 
twenty-five cents per acre, they might reckon 
the warrant at that price, and pay the balance in 
money. 

Now, Sir, this bill proposes to extend these tivo 
privileges to the assignees, to the pirauical specu- 
lators who have got these warrants by hook and 
by crook from the soldier at half or one-fourth of 
their value. | will not consent to do this. I will 
not give these speculators an advantage they did 
have when they got the soldier’s discharge or war- 
rant. Why should we gratuitously give such a 
class as they are this benetit free gratis? Did they 
serve in the war? Have liey earned anything to 
receive the peculiar favor of the Government or of 
the people? ts all the merit and glory of the 
patriot soldier, who has borne the brunt of the 
battles in Mexico, transierved or assigned to these 
people by power of allorney or assignment on the 
discharge or on the warrant? I think not. ‘The 
privilege asked for did not exist when they ob- 
tained the assignment or power of attorney. If it 
had, the soldier could have perhaps got some of 
his claim. I would not object to extending the 
last privilege to the assignees; and if the act is 
amended to allow this aione, I shail be satisiied. 
I learn it is deemed good policy, with respect to 
certain pablic lands in some of the western States 
that are held at two dollars and a half per acre, 
that this second privilege should be given them, as 
it would be beneficial to the public; but what | 
object to is, to let these speculator assignees, by 
entries of forty and eighty acre tracts of public 
lands, get possession of the best smail farms in the 
new States, to the injury of that class of citizens 
who would otherwise obtain them. ‘They did not 
buy this privilege of the soldier, and we should 
not giveitto them. I hope the bill will be amended 
so as not to allow this, and be conlined to the 
allowance of the last privilege. 

Mr. BREESE. I think the Senator from Florida 
is altogether mistaken as to the purport of this bill 
us it atiects locating land warrants. No holder of 
the warrants, neither the widow nor heirs of the 
soldier, have a right to locate them on separate and 
disconnected tracts of land—taking an eighty acre 
tract in one place, and a forty in another. They 
can only enter them in a connected body; as, for 


example, four forty-acre tracts contiguous or ad- 
joining each other. 

Mr. WESTCOTT. Here is the express law. 

Mr. BREESE. I understand the law, and am 
perfectly acquainted with its provisions, and with 
the practice of the land offices under it. 

Mr. WESTCOTT. T[ cannot be mistaken. 
l’orty acres is a ‘legal division,” and the act of 
1848 authorizes the soldier or his widow and heirs 
to enter his warrant by ** legal subdivisions.’? This 
act proposes to give the assignee the same privilege. 
I learn this, and authoritated that this would be the 
construction of this act. If it is not its object, 
why not amend the bill to remove the objection? 
\t the suggestion of the Senator near me, [Mr. 
ALLen,| who desires the bill passed, I will move 
that it be postponed to Monday, and hope by that 
time an amendment will be presented. 

The bill was accordingly postponed. 

BILLS ON LEAVE. 

Mr. JONES, pursuant to notice, asked and ob- 
tained leave to introduce a bill for the relief of 
Samuel J. Bayard, late receiver at Fairfield, lowa; 
which was read a first and second time, and referred 
to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. BORLAND, pursuant to notice, asked and 
obtained leave to introduce a bill to establish a 
new collection district in the State of Arkansas; 
which was read afirst and second time,and referred 
red to the Committee on Commerce. 

REDUCTION OF POSTAGE. 

On motion of Mr. NILES, the Senate post- 
poned the previous orders, and proceeded to con- 
sider the bill to reduce the rates of postage. 

On motion of Mr. NILES, the further consid- 
eration of the bill was postponed till Monday next, 
and it was made the special order for that day. 

DEFICIENCIES IN APPROPRIATIONS. 

On motion of Mr. ATHERTON, the previous 
orders were postponed, and the Senate proceeded 
to consider the bill to supply deficiencies in the 


| appropriations for the service of the fiscal year 


ending June 30, 1849. 

‘The bill was then considered as in Committee of 
the Whole, when the amendments reported from 
the Committee on Finance were agreed to. 

Mr. ATHERTON moved further to amend the 
bill by adding: for the six swords ordered to be 
presented by the joint resolution, approved March 
2, 1847, $9,000. 

Mr. ATHERTON moved further to amend the 
bill by introducing an appropriation of 96,400 for 
the purchase of instruments, &c., for the service of 
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the officers employed in making astronomical ob- 


servations in the South Seas. 

Mr. ATHERTON. Mr. President, it is proper 
for me to state that this amendment is offered by 
myself in consequence of a letter from the Secre- 
tary of the Navy, and also in consequence of a 
request coming from the chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means of the House of Rep- 
resentatives, made by the chairman in pursuance 
of a suggestion made to him by the Committee on 
Naval Affairs of the House of Representatives. 

The resolution of the Committee on Naval Af- 
fairs having been presented after the bill had been 
ordered to be engrossed, was not acted on by the 
Hiouse of Representatives, and, consequently, it 
has been sentup here. It, however, did not reach 
me in time to be laid before the Committee on 
Finance in the Senate, It is proper, therefore, for 
me to state that this amendment is not offered by 
the authority of the Committee on Finance, but 
in consequence of the circumstances that I have 
stated. 

Mr. PHELPS. I would like to know the 
amount proposed to be appropriated. 

Mr. ATHERTON. Six thousand four hundred 
dollars. 

Mr. PHELPS. As one of the Committee on 
Finance, I deem it my duty to withhold my sup- 
port from this amendment, on account of the ex- 
treme repugnance I feel against countenancing the 
principle involved in it. 

The history of this matter is precisely this: 
Some time since, an application was made by the | 
Navy Department to the Committee on Finance | 
for an appropriation for the purpose of making | 
certain astronomical observations in the South 
Seas. It was then represented by that department | 
that the instruments necessary for making the ob- | 
servations were on hand, or could be obtained | 
without going to the expense of purchasing. Of | 
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course, under such circumstances, the a; propria 


lion solicited, amounting to about five ieee 

dollars, was granted. It was then stated eran 
sum would be sufficient for the purpose of making 
the observations, and that nothing more would - 
required. But we are now told, after havine n i. 
that appropriation, that the observations canno, he 
carried on without an additional appropriation of 
six thousand four hundred dollars for the purchase 
of the very instruments which we were informed 
at the time the first appropriation was asked for 
and obtained were on hand, or under 
of the Navy Department. 

Sir, my opposition to the amendment arises 
from my unwillingness to sanction and continue a 
practice which has tended greatly to increase the 
expenses of the Government. The practice | refer 
to is that of asking, in the outset of a new pro 1 
an appropriation altogether inadequate to carry 
and complete that project. Under such 
stances Congress is often induced to make an ap. 
propriation because the amount solicited is sinall 
in comparison with the magnitude and benefits of 
the object sought to be accomplished. Taking this 
view of the subjeci, Congress comes to the concly. 
sion that the amount asked for may be properly 
appropriated, and they accordingly grant-the re. 
quest of the party soliciting the appropriation, 
butafter the appropriation has been made, we are 
told that it is only the beginning of a series of 
similar appropriations; that it is not sufficient to 
accomplish the purpose for which it was made: 
and that, unless further means are granted, the 
money already expended will prove a loss,a waste, 
and that no benefits whatever will accrue from its 
outlay; and thus we are led on, from time to time, 
to make appropriations for certain objects, when, 
in all human probability, if the amount of the 
whole expenditure required to accomplish the pro- 


ade 


the contro] 


ject, 
arry out 
circum. 


| posed object had been at first stated to Congress, it 


would not have considered the object worth the 
money expended in its acquisition. 

Mr. President, | have a very strong desire, so 
far as I am concerned, to endeavor, at Jeast, to put 
an end to this course of proceeding, by abandon- 
ing a project which has been forced upon us in the 
manner described. My repugnance to counte- 
nancing this practice is so great, that I am very 
desirous of setting an example which will teach 
the department not to endeavor to lead us into any 
projects like this, in the manner which | have 
described. I prefer to have it understood, that if 
any grant of this kind is solicited of Congress, 
that Congress not only desires but expects that an 
estimate of the expenditures should be made cor- 
responding with the actual expense of carrying the 
enterprise out to its completion. 

Under these circumstances, I must oppose this 
amendment. My main object in making these 
remarks has been, to discharge what I consider 
my duty, by calling the attenuon of the Senate 
to the facts which I have stated. A great many of 
these expenditures prove unprofitable. A great 
many of these appropriations have been imposed 
upon Congress in the manner which I have de- 
scribed, and we have thus been led into a series of 
appropriations which would never have been made 
it the full expense atteading the accomplishment of 
the object proposed had been stated at the time the 


| first grant was solicited. 


Mr. ATHERTON. Mr. President, I fully con- 
cur with many of the suggestions made by my 
friend from Vermont, as to the manner in which 
Congress is led into many schemes by the suppo- 
sition impressed upon them by misstatements or 
improper calculations as to the expenditures which 


/ make the probable expense necessary to carry out 


the scheme lower than it turns out to be after the 
full expense has veen incurred. In regard to this 
oarticular project, | know that it was said, at the 
fast session of Congress, that the five thousand dol- 
lars which were appropriated for this purpose 
would probably be sufficient. It was also said 
that there would be no need of purchasing instru- 
ments, because the instruments now owned by 
the Department of the Navy would be sufficient for 
the purpose contemplated. It will be recollected, 
however—and it ought to be mentioned in justice 
to the Secretary of the Navy—that the Secretary 
of the Navy did not originate this scheme. 1 be- 
lieve that the importance of this expedition to the 
southern hemisphere was first suggested by some 


_ philosophical society in the city of Philadelphia, 


and perhaps its importance was also suggested by 
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gentlemen of astronomical intelligence and inform- 
ein different parts of the country. I know 
, se there isa communication on this subject on 
tie from a society in Philadelphia, I have 
the communication here. ‘There is also on the files 
acopy of a communication on the subject from 
Mr. Pierce, the celebrated mathematician, at Cam- 
bridge. They all unite in testifying to the great 
importance of this expedition. It will be recol- 
jected, also, that there was considerable discussion 
on this subject in the House of Representatives, 
A report was made to that House by a gentleman 
on the Naval Committee, as to the propriety of 
cending a person to the southern hemisphere for 
the purpose of making these observations, and the 
subject was then fully discussed, and the House 
and the Senate then determined to appropriate five 
thousand dollars in order to enable Lieutenant 
Gillis, together with such persons as might be sent 
with him, to go to the southern hemisphere for the 
purpose of taking observations at the time of the 
conjunction of Venus, and the opposition of Mars. 
| havea letter upon this subject from the Secretary 
of the Navy, which I think it would be proper to 
read to the Senate. He states in this letter that 


it was supposed at the time the first appropriation | 


was asked for,’ that new instruments would be 
needed. 1 will read the letter from the Secretary 
of the Navy: 
Navy DeparTMENT, December 23, 1848. 

Sir: Atthe request of Lieut. J. M. Gilliss, of the Navy, I 
have the honor to transmit to you the enclosed communica- 
tion addressed by that officer to you. He correctly states the 
decision of the department, that the cost of instruments to 
be purchased for the purpose of making observations under 
authority given by the act of Congress to which he re(trs, 
must be charged to the appropriation. It isalso proper that 
J should say, that when the estimate of five thousand dollars 
was submitted by him at the last session of Congress, the 
belief was entertained that most if not all the instruments 
required could be furnished without additional purchases. 


was anticipated at that time that the instruments 
under the command of that de partment would be 
sufficient for making the proposed observations. 
That was the view he then entertained, and in that 
view the Secretary now states that he was mis- 
taken. He also states that the service requires 
the instruments now under the control of the Navy 
Department for other uses. The question, then, 
is this: Congress having authorized this expedition 
for the purpose of advancing science—and I con- 
sider it an expedition of vast importance—whether 
it shall fail for the want of proper instruments, or 
whether it shall be consummated at the additional 
expense named in the amendment, which expense, 
compared with the immense scientific benefits that 
will result from the successful accomplishment of 
the object of the expedition, is, in my estimation, 
small indeed. I hope most sincerely, for my part, 
that this expedition, undertaken for the benefit of 
science and of the navy, will not be allowed to 
fail for the want of proper instruments with which 
to make the necessary observations. 

I agree with the gentleman from Delaware that 
itis highly improper for the department to come 
here and ask of us an appropriation for an expe- 
dition of this kind, without giving us the proper 
estimates of its cost at the time the appropriation 
is asked for. But we all know that it is almost 
impossible to estimate with unerring accuracy the 
full cost of an expedition such as this, especially 
where instruments of this kind are to be purchased. 
This case is an exception to the general rule, for 
the Secretary of the Navy informs us that, at the 
time the former appropriation was made, he thought 
the necessary Instruments were under the command 
of the Navy Department. [n that opinion he was 
mistaken, and to remedy that mistake we are called 
upon to make this appropriation. 


Mr. CLAYTON. 
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Mr. President, the reason 
assigned at the last ssssion for making the appro- 
priation then granted, was the very one that we 
had the instruments on hand. But now it appears 
that this reason was without foundation; that it 
was noreason. At any rate, it has entirely failed 
to secure the desired results. It turns out that we 
have not the instruments, the possession of which 

| was assigned at the last session as the reason for 
the appropriation then asked for and obtained upon 
that understanding. If we had known at the last 
session that the Navy Department was destitute 
of these instruments, we would not have made the 
appropriation then granted. The possession of 
thé instruments was then assigned as a reason for 
asking us for an appropriation, and now their non- 
possession is assigned asa reason for a further ap- 
propriation. For one, | shall not countenance this 
practice of obtaining appropriations by such a 
course. I cannot, therefore, support the amend- | 
ment. 


The wants of the service have disappointed this expecta- 
na have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient 
da J. ¥. MASON. 

Hon. F. P. Stanton, House of Representatives. 

It is now requested that six thousand four hun- 
dred dollars be appropriated for the purchase of | 
proper instruments to be used by the persons sent 
out to take these observations; and, sir, if this ex- 
pedition is to go on—if these persons are to be sent 
out to make these observations—it is certainly 
highly important that they should have proper 
instruments, or the expedition will fail. We have 
sent out scientific men, officers of our navy, to 
make these observations; and if the’result should | 
be a failure, from the want of proper instruments, | 
it would redound to the diseredit of the country 
which authorized the expedition. There is among | 
the papers a list of the instruments required, and 
their probable cost, which lays the foundation of 
the appropriation. As I have before said, the ap- 
propriation has not received the sanction of the Mr. WALKER. Mr. President, this subject 
Committee on Finance, as the request that it | strikes me in the same light in which it does the 
should be made was not received by myself in | Senator from Delaware. The Senator from New 
time to lay it before the committee at their regular | Jersey [Mr. Mitver] says that the propriety of this 
meeting. I have thought it proper to introduce it || expedition was settled at the last session of Con- 
to the notice of the Senate, in order that it might | gress; if so, it was settled without proper informa- 
receive their consideration, and receive such dispo- | tion as to its cost. 1 do not say that the omission 
sition as they may see fit to give it. | to furnish the necessary and correct information 

Mr. CLAYTON. From the statement which || was intentional; but | must say, that if the pro- 
has been made by the chairman of the Committee | priety of the expedition was not settled upon a 
on Finance, [Mr. Atuerton,] I think that this || falsehood, it was at least settled upon a suppression 
amendment ought not to be adopted. Last year || of the truth. Ido not wish to be understood as 


we were told that five thousand dollars was all | charging the Secretary of the Navy with this sup- | 


that would be asked, or that would be required to | 
enable the Navy Department to carry out the pro- || and I, for one, presume that he was mistaken. The 
ject for making these observations. The Secretary | impression upon the Senate, however, is, fhat 
of the Navy now says, that at that time he sup- |’ either an incorrect statement was presented, or the 
posed that sum would be amply sufficient for this | true state of things suppressed. That appropria- 
purpose. I suppose that he recommended on that || tiop was made on the supposition that the instru- 
view, and upon that understanding the Senate || ments which would be required in making the 
voted for the appropriation. || observations were already supplied and under the 

Iam not disposed, for one, to encourage this || control of the Navy Department. But it turns out 
practice, so often resorted to, of asking us in the | that we were then asked to make an appropriation 
first instance to commit ourselves by an insufficient | to execute the work, and now we are called upon 
appropriation, merely for the purpose of laying | to make another appropriation to obtain the instru- 
the foundation of an increased appropriation after- | ments by which the work is to be executed. I 
wards. Therefore I shall vote against the amend- | think it would be much more appropriate to make 
ment. an amendment revoking the appropriation of five 

Mr. MILLER. Mr. President, I differ from || thousand dollars which was made at the last ses- 
my friend the honorable Senator from Delaware | sion of Congress than to make this additional ap- 
in the view which he takes of this question. At || propriation. 
the last session we settled the propriety of this | offer such a proposition as an amendment to this 
expedition, and made an appropriation for the | amendment; but inasmuch as I have not the data 
popes of accomplishing it. If 1 understand the | at hand, 1 must content myself with voting against 
etter from the head of the Navy Department, it || the amendment now under consideration. 


pression of the truth. He says he was mistaken, 


If I had the data before me, | would | 
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I do not wish to be understood as applying the 
force offwhat I have said to the Secretary of the 
Navy. I disavow all such intention. But such is 
its operation upon the Senate. The Secretary of the 
Navy is not infallible, but is lable to mistake as 
are all other men. But the circumstances being 
as L have stated them to be, I must vote against 
this amendment. 

Mr. PEARCE, It is certainly to be regretted 
that any mistake should have been made in the 
estimate of the expense consequent upon this ex- 
pedition, which was submitted to Congress at 
Yet I hope this amendment will 
be passed, The object sought to be attained by 
this expedition is very important to astronomic al 
science, and of course important and useful to the 
art of navigation. I believe that the object of this 
appropriation Is to earry outa new plan for ascer- 
taining the parallax of the sun. The Senate is 
aware what thatis. It is to ascertain the angle of 
variation or change of the position of the sun in 
reference to the different points of observation. 
The mode in which this has been ascertained here- 
tofore—or the mode which has been most relied 
upon—is by an observation of the transit of Venus. 
A different mode has been suggested by a distin- 
guished German philosopher, [I belie ve, and has 
received the approbation of the learned secretary 
of the Smithsonian Institution, and of many other 
gentlemen thoroughly versed in astronomical sci- 
ence. I suppose, that by this observation—which 
I will not undertake to describe—gvreater accuracy 
in all astronomical observations may be obtained. 
This is certainly of very great importance, and it 
cannot be done by individual means; but, if done 
at all, must be done by means furnished by the 
liberality of the Government. [think we owe this 
much to science and navigation, if no more. 

I understand that at the last session of Congress 
an appropriation of five thousand dollars was made 
for the purpose of enabling certain designated per- 
sons to make these observations, under the sup- 
position that the necessary instruments might be 
furnished by the Navy Department. But the 
Navy Department has not the instruments, or 
rather it has not been enabled to withdraw them 
from other purposes to which they are now ap- 


the last session, 


| plied; and hence the department has desired Con- 


gress to make this appropriation. It is certainly 
nota very large one for the purposes of sctence. 

It has been said that the Smithsonian Institution, 
in the event of the failure of the Government to 
make this appropriation, will contribute to the pur- 
chase of these instruments. But, sir, 1 trust that 
the Government will not allow the burden to fall 
upon that institution. I really think it would be 
disgraceful for the Government to allow the Smiuth- 
sonian Institution, or any other institution, to aid in 
the purchase of these instruments. 

Again: I think it probable that the Government 
will not lose the six thousand dollars proposed tc 
be appropriated for the purchase of these instru- 
ments. I understand that there is a project on 
foot in Chili for the establishment of a national 
observatory in that country; and | am informed, 
that when these instruments shall have been used 
by us for the purposes desired, that Government 
will purchase them. Therefore, it will not be any 
waste of the public money to appropriate it for the 
purchase of these instruments; and, inasmuch as 
it cannot be supposed that any individual benefit 
is to be realized from the appropriation, or that 
any fraud can be perpetrated upon the treasury by 
it, and as it is an appropriation purely for the 
benefit of science, and of one of the most useful of 
all known arts, | hope that the Senate will make 

the appropriation, and let the Government take the 
whole credit and responsibility of the enterprise. 

Mr. NILES spoke in a low tone of voice, and 
only a small portion of his remarks was intelligible 

'| to the reporter. He was understood to say that he 
would like to ask his friend from Maryland, who 
is a very scientific man, to what branch of the 
public service such an enterprise as that under 
consideration belonged, or by what authority the 
appropriation could be made? He(Mr.N.) thought 
that if we were to make appropriations out of the 
public moneys for astronomical discoveries, either 
in the southern hemisphere or in the northern 
hemisphere, we were straying very far from a strict 
construction of the powers vested in the Legisla- 
tive branch of the Government by the Constitution. 
For himself, he should adhere to a strict construc- 

\, tion of the Constitution during the brief tine he 
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would remain in the Senate. He 
ary to @o tothe southern hemisphere to m ike 
of the planets. 
We have an obse rvatory here, and we can conkne 
He 
was aware that we had a great many very scie ntifie 
men in our navy, and he was very sorry that the 
whole science spread out 
before them was not sufficient for them to expend 


thought it un- 
neces 
upon the movements 


Opservalions 


our observations within a range nearer home. 


field of mathematical 


their eneret 


: upon, 


to the extremities of the earth in search of new 
fields of screntific research, and they say to Us, 
“If the Grovernment wii only make suth ‘tent ap- 
propriations, Ww “ ill enlighten not only yon, but 
the whole worid. He presumed that these men 
were an honor to their country; but, in the first 
place, he considered that the Government had no 
power to make any appropriations for the purpose 
of | romoting astronomical sctence or any other 


science whatever; and, in the second place, he did 


not believe thatany good results would accrue from 


these scientific embarkations of the Government. 
Lic 
be left free to work out its own problems; 


8 


thought that, in all eountries, science should 
that il 
e, and not be 


. } shal a ee ‘ 
subjects d tothe chilli y intuences of ¢ 


muld be left to individual enterpr 


yvernmental 
aid. Hedid not believe that the interests of science 


would be very greatly advanced by enterprises set 


on foot hy Caovernment. lle considered scien- 
tific explorations and investigations to be highly 

} } 1 1 
necessary, and of exceeding value; but they should 


be left to individual enterpri eC. 

Il have learned (continued Mr. NS) from the 
the year we have 
sent out an expedition to make observations on 
the Dead Sea. I think that 


he misphere, or sone where in that quarter, us it 


newspapers, that dur past 


must be in the eastern 


does not connect with the Atlantic, the Mediterra- 
the Pacilic. I have been told that import- 


ant results have been attained by that expedition, 


hnenan, or 


hut | know of no important results that have been 
attained by it. Ifany have been attained, | should 
% | understand that, among other 
hnportant things, they have discovered and brought 
home a part of Lot’s wife. ‘This Is, indeed, im- 
portant. LT should lke to see a thing so famous in 
ancient history come down bodily to us. It must 
be a rare and interesting object. 


Mr. FOOTE. 1 would 


lke to see them. 


inform the gentleman 


that what he is pleased to designate as a part of 


Lot’s wife may be now seen in the library. 

Mr. NILES. I do not feel encouraged, by any 
results that have been yet attained by these ( xpe- 
ditions, lO go on making appropriations for such 


purposes. ‘Therefore, i must vote 


avainst the 
amendment, 

Mr. PEARCE, IL believe it is now more than 
twenty years since the project was first started for 
the erection of a National Observatory. ‘ihe edi- 
fice was then beautifully and appropriately, though 
sarcastically, denominated a * light-house of the 
&k ¥ and a determination was evinced in certain 
quarters to blow the whole enterprise sky high. 
But, sir, the law for establishing that institution 
was passed, and went into efiect with as great eili- 
eency as though no shaft of sarcasm had ever 
been launched against it, and it has continued to 
flourish up to the present time, and is now a per- 
manent mstitution, a depol of science, and an honor 
t» the country and the world. Now, sir, the en- 
terprise under consideration is nothing but a con- 
t nuation of General Jackson's pelicy. He would 
hive compelled the Government to carry out this 
enterprise [le understood the vast benefits to be 
derived from such enterprises as this exploring 
expedition 

‘The gentleman from Connecticut seems to doubt 
the uuliuy of the project now under consideration. 
I suppose. I need hardly say that any observation 
that ascertains, with greater accuracy than is now 
ascertained, the distance between the sun and the 
earth, is of immense importance, not only in esti- 
mating all distances relating to the solar system, 
but aiso of inrmense importance to navigation—in 
which subject, 1 suppose, the gentleman from 
Connecticut feels as deep an interest as myself or 
any other member of this body, as the inhabitants 
of his State are great navigators, and traverse the 
pathway of nations with a frequency and daring 
seldom equaled by any people. This observation, 
if it results as scientific men suppose it will, will 
add greatly to the accuracy of all astronomical 
observations, and those calculations without which 


not a ship, whether belonging to the navy or to | 


but that they must wander off 


the mercantile marine, could put out “from shore 
with any degree of safety. That is a utility 
docs not require any, arguments to de- 


monstrate, 


which it 
it must be admitted that the results of such an 
observation as this, if successful—for we cannot 
tell whether it will be successful or not until the 
experiment shall have been made—will be of emi- 
nent advantage, in the point ef view which I have 
mentioned. I hone, therefore, that the Senate 
will pass the amendment. 

Mr. WESTCOTT.. I do not rise to say one 
word about the item objected to, except that [am 
satisfied it should be allowed, if we have any re- 
spect for the Government. My object is to notice 
the remarks of my honorable friend from Connec- 
tieut, [Mr. Nives,] which | regretted to hear, in 
relation to the visit of Lieutenant Lynch, of the 
navy, to the Dead Sea. I say I heard these re- 
marks with regret, for there is no Senator on this 
floor for whose opinions, and for whom person- 
ally, I have greater respect (except on the subject 
of **free trade’? and ‘free soil’’) than that Sen- 
Sir, Lam satisfied, if he had known the facts 
respecting that visit, he would not have lugged the 
officer who made it unnecessarily into this debate. 
Sir, it is known that, some time ago at least, | was 
not very partial—I mean, | was not a very warm 
and devoted friend of the present head of the Navy 
Department; but I feel bound to say, that, so far as he 
is connected with the visit and exploration of Lieu- 
tenant Lynch, | cordially approve of his course. 
He deserves credit for it. This matter was mis- 
last session of Congress. I saw the 
musrepresentations In the newspapers, some in the 
Doubtless they 
were made under misconception of the facts. I 
now take oceasion to state them. It was neces- 
sary to send a store ship or transport ship to the 
Mediterranean. Lieutenant Lynch was detailed 
to command the ship selected for that purpose. 
The ship had to visit different ports in the Medi- 
terranean Sea and contiguous waters, on public 
service of different kinds. Part of that service 
was, | believe, connected with the selection or 
establishment of a naval depot in that quarter. 
Well, sir, Lieutenant Lynch, one of the most 
intelligent, scientific, and enterprising officers in 
the service, appied to the Secretary of the Navy 
for permission, while contiguous to the Dead Sea, 
to leave his vessel a few months, with some of his 
officers, and make an exploration, on his own 
account, of that sea, and other interesting points 
in its viemity. The idea that this was a grand 
official exploration put on foot by the Secretary, 
as under the authority of Congress, but without 
law, and that it involved the Government In great 
expense, is all wrong. The Seeretary gave Lieu- 
tenant Lynch the leave he asked, and approved 
and encouraged the object. And, as to the expense 
to the Government, the utmost that it could cost 


ator. 


represented 


shane of speeche s in Congress. 


does not exceed $800 or $1,000, and that fer a boat | 


or two adapted to the service, and a few imple- 
ments and instruments; all of which expenses are 
like those incurred and paid on every voyage made 
by any one of our ships of war, under the order of 
its commander. Nobody, I presume, will overhaul 
and object to these items. On the contrary, I think 
additional compensation shouid be given the ofii- 
cers, or at least that they should be reimbursed all 
their extra expenses; for, sir, the officers engaged 
in the expedition necessarily incurred additional 
expenses. ‘This is the character of what has been 
denounced as a magnificent exploration scheme, 
got up at vast expense by the Secretary of the 
Navy without law. There is one thing respecting 
it which has not been exaggerated. Itis the result 
of the expedition, the credit due to the Secretary, 
to Lieutenant Lynch, and his officers for their con- 
duct. Sir, the credit of being the first to make a 
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scientific exploration of that interesting region—of | 


being the pioneers even to England and France 
there, is no little credit. 1 trust those who ridicule 
the expedition will read the report when made. It 
will rebuke their injustice. | hope those who cen- 
sure Mr. Mason, Lieutenant Lynch, and those 
officers for undertaking the exploration, will give 
them all the credit for what they have done, and 
not hereafter seek to rob them of that also. 
account of their explorations, when published, will 
be read with avidity in every quarter of the world, 


and as much tn Connecticut as anywhere else. || 


The Senator [Mr. Nines] will find satisfaction in 
reading it. 
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I hope some Senator will call for | 


ee 

; ; ' 
Lynch s report at an early day. If nor I . 
during the session, and hope it will be whitch. 
by the Senate’s order. It will be fou . 


hd 


is creditable to the service—crediialile t 
cerned, and useful too. | have had an Opportunin 
to know something of this‘matter, and of the ,.. y 
itorious conduct of the officers who wen: oe 
Dead Sea, and of the credit they were entitled». 
and, i repeat, | deeply regret that any at 
should have made them unnecessarily the su 
of invidious remarks. 

Mr. CLAYTON. I only rise, sir, for the 
pose of calling the attention of the Senate to the 
facts concerning the question upon which they a 
going to vote. mei 

In this case no committee recommends the amend. 
ment to this bill. Three members of the ¢ ‘ooam a 
tee on Finance, the appropriate commitiee to y bi 
this subject has been referred, have express. 
themselves In opposition to the appropri ation 
Under these circumstances the amendment is ¢:) 
pressed, ‘The objections taken by the members of 
the committee are based upon a broad prineip| 
and for the purpose of insuring the safety of the 
finances of this country—a principle which jt js 
important the Senate should sustain. The prinei. 
ple is this: when any enterprises of this descrip. 
tion are first proposed, the sum which will be 
required to carry them out shall be fully and fairly 
stated to us, so that we shall not be called upoy 
afterwards for further appropriations. We have 
been so often deceived by new schemes for expjo. 
rations of this character which have been stated to 
us, with the recommendation that the sum demand. 
ed for them would be small, and that sum stated 
specifically, and we have so often found it neces- 
sary to double or triple the amount, that we have 
found it important and absolutely necessary to lay 
down the principle that the sum first stated shail 
be honestly and fairly stated, or else those who 
apply for the appropriation shall abide by the con- 
sequences of their own deception or neziect, 

Now, in regard to this matter, important as it 
may be—and by the statement of my friend from 
Maryland, it seems to be of very great importance 
—I wil) say that | have no doubt that it appro- 
priately comes within the province of an existing 
institution—the Smithsonian Institution. They ean 
do everything upon the subject that is required 
by the American nation, and [I would be content 
with their observations and examinations of this 
matter. If tlie bounty of the Government had been 
sought in the first instance by correctly stating the 
sum required, so that no further appropriations 
would have been asked for, I should have made 
no objection to granting a sufficient amount. But 
I propose now to put an end forever to this prac- 
tice of parties coming here with a project and 
obtaining a comparatively small sum, and then 
telling us, a short time afterwards, that the appro- 
priation is insufficient, and that we must grant 
them stil further assistance. IL hope, therefore, 
that the Senate will refuse to pass this amendment, 
and thus put a stop, at once and forever, to this 
pernicious practice. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. Mr. President, I 
-would state to the Senator from Delaware, who has 
referred to the Smithsonian Institution as the appro- 
priate institution for carrying out this enterprise, 
that that institution, which was founded by the 
enlightened munificence of a foreigner, is a young 
institution, and is now engaged in erecting Its 
buildings, and that its funds are entirely devoted 
to that object, with the exception of a very small 
amount only which can be devoted to scientific 
purposes. Hereafter it may do more; at present 
it can do but very little. 

Sir, Llook upon the question that is now pre- 
sented to us, whether these observations shall be 
made or not, as a question that was settled at the 
last session of Congress. No increase of appro- 
priation is asked for. It has only been found that 
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struments with which to make the desired ovser- 
vations. What, then, is our present condition? 
| We have determined to make the observations. 
| We have made an appropriation for the purpose; 
and if no additional appropriation bé granted for 
purchasing the aoe Instruments, the navy 
| must go on with imperfect instraments, to make 
imperfect observations, which will be discreditable 


‘instead of honorable to American science. Will 
| you recall the appropriation already made? Will 
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abandon the whole enterprise? 
cent the observations being made? 
‘How them to be done in a proper and creditable 


you 


eos the requisite instruments. Sir, it is 
: every year that an appropriatian will be re- 
wired. It is not every year that these observa- 
1 see can be made. I believe it was in 1760 that 
she Jast conjunction of Venus occurred. It was 
necessary to science and navigation that the obser- 
vations should be then made. Seventy or eighty 
years of the present century w ill have rolled away 
iefore another opportunity for taking these obser- 
ations will be presented, 

Nor was this the hasty action of Congress of the 
et session, It was resolved upon after being de- 
jiberately weighed and reviewed by all the scien- 
tif societies of Europe, as well as of this country. 
It has rece ived the favorable consideration of the 
estronomical societies in London and Berlin, as of 
our own societies in Boston and Philadelphia. 
Already we have been complimented for this ex- 
ni dition; and shall we now, for the poor and paltry 
“am of six thousand and four hundred dollars, 
abandon an expedition which we have undertaken 
We have contrib- 


re 
nm 


to 


ni 


t 
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for the benefit of navigation? 

uted too little in times past to science. The Nau- 
tical Almanac of England has been used in our 
navy. It is time we did something for ourselves 
in this respect. 


Nor is this so unimportant an enterprise as has 
been so facetiously stated by the honorable Sen- 
ator from Connecticut, [Mr. Nines.] The distance 
of the sun from the earth isthe creat basis of all 
astronomical calculations; and here we are pre- 
sented with a proper occasion—and it is an oppor- 
tunity which seldom presents itself—for determining 
that distance more accurately than has been hith- 
erto done. By connecting the observations made 
at the Observatory at Washington with those made 
at Chili, and thus establishing a base at Washing- 
ton, connecting it with the result of the observations 
at the Cape of Good Hope, we shall have the two 
sides of a great triangle, which will furnish us the 
means of determining more accurately than has 
been determined in any time past the essential 
distance of the sun from the earth. . 

But, sir, we stand committed in another point of 
view. The action of the American Congress in 
relution to this important matter has been noticed 
by the Government of Chili, and they have made 
preparations for the reception of our nautical bri- 
gade. It would be but a poor act to send the brigade 
down there without the instruments by which alone 
tle necessary observations can be made, and it 
would be a poorer act still to abandon the project 
entire 'y. 

{do not think that the purchase of these instru- 
ments will cause any loss to the treasury. They 
wil be pecessary to the navy hereafter, and if 
they should not, they can be sold at their full value 
in Chili, as the Senator from Maryland [Mr. 
Pearce] has observed. The Chilian Government 
has In contemplation the establishment of a na- 
tional observatory, and would consider it a favor 
to he allowed to purchase these instruments. 

From all these considerations, as well as from 
the fact that it is not now a question for us to 


Let the necessary appropriation be made | 


decide whether we will make the observations or | 


not—that having been passed upon at the last ses- 
sion of Congress—I hope this amendment will pass. 

Mr. ATHERTON, I did not design to be un- 
derstood as opposing the appropriation, but merely 
as concurring in the general scope and tenor of the 
remarks of the Senator from Vermont, in refer- 
ence to applications accompanied by estimates pur- 


porting to cover the whole expense to be incurred, | 
and afterwards additional appropriations being | 


asked for. I consider it unfortunate that it should 
happen in this case; nevertheless, I shall vote for 
the appropriation. And I think it my duty to say, 
in regard to the Secretary of the Navy, that he is 


not responsible for the origination of this project. | 


As has been suggested here, the proposition was 
first made in the House of Representatives, and 
after a full and elaborate discussion this clause was 
introduced in the naval appropriation bill, and the 
item was made a part of the expenses of ournavy, 
it being determined that a naval officer should be 
sent out to make these observations, which are 
deemed so important to the interests of navigation. 

Mr. YULEE. The proposition originated in 
the House of Representatives, and not in the de- 
partment. 
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Will you | 
If not, | 


Mr. ATHERTON. 


was saying. 


Yr ? ’ 
Exactly; that is what J 


It was 


linsome of the: 


isserts Ws- 
papersyand perhaps in argument in the course of 
the debate which took place on the subject, that 
the instruments now In the possession of the Gov- 


ernment would be sufficient. 


Ls ANDOL Aree , how . 
ever, with the 


aware that the 
suppose d smallness of the expense was the reason 


Senator fram Ds 


for organizing the expedition. That was not the 
reason. The real reason was the importance of 
the observations for the furtherance of ‘scie nce, as 
connected with the ti 


urposes of navigation, Lhe 
smallness of the 


expense might have been alluded 
to as an inducement, to be sure; but my impres- 
sion is, that the expedition would have been au- 
thorized had the what it was 
supposed to be. Had the expense of the instru- 
ments been included ia the estimate of the cost of 
the expedition, such was considered to be its im- 
portance that I have no doubt it would have been 
authorized. It appears that the exigencies of the 
public service have withdrawn the instruments 
that were expected to be used, and this appropria- 
tion is now asked for the purchase of others; and 
certainly it seems to me, that if the expedition ts 
to go on, it is highly important, as regards its 
fruits and as regards the honor of the service, that 
proper } not be wanting. I 


cost been double 


instruments should 
shall, therefore, vote for the amendment. 

Mr. CLAYTON. The reason of the additional 
appropriation being required is as stated by the 
Senator from New Hampshire. There is no blame 
whatever to be imputed to the Secretary of the 
Navy. He was deceived undoubtedly; he was 
told, he says, that five thousand dollars would be 
enough, and upon the strength of that he made 
the recommendation. Now he is told that as 
much more is wanted. 

Mr. FOOTE. I rise to give expression to min- 
gled sentiments of surprise and regret—surprise 
and regret both mingled and duplicated. ‘Two 
honorable Senators, one of them from the State of 
Connecticut, (Mr. Nives,} and the other from the 
State of Delaware, {Mr. CLayron,] without con- 
cert or intentional codperation, have equally con- 
tributed to awaken this complex state of feeling in 
my bosom. The first of these gentlemen [Mr. 
Nixes] formally announces himself to the Senate 
asa slrict constructionist—the strictest and straitest 
of all who belong to the great strict construction 
party of the Union; and assures us that he cannot 
vote for this bill, because, as a consistent politi- 


cian, he feels bound in conscience to declare his | 


solemn and deliberate conviction that 
has no constitutional power to pass it. » Well, sir, 
Iam heartily rejoiced to hear that my venerable 


friend from Connecticut has at Jast resolved, after | 


so long and unprofitable a course of wearisome 
wandering along the grim and perilous pathways 


of latitudinous interpretation, to return once more | 
to the paternal democratic mansion, within whose | 


portals his countenance was once so familiar, and 


to whose inmates his voice was once full of cheer- | 
His return, though, to our | 
midst, being wholly unexpected, has startled us | 
not a little; and if we have not been able to kill | 


ing and instruction. 


the fatted calf, and to arrange in other respects for 


a festive reception of our errant brother, I trust he | 
will take no offence, but charge all that may look | 


like alukewarm hospitality on our part to his own 
failure in notifying us that ‘he was coming back to 
our midst on this particular occasion. 

The opposition presented to this bill by the 
Senator from Delaware, also, is peculiarly gratify- 
ing, though certainly altogether unexpected like- 
wise, because there is something in that Senator’s 

| particular attitude before the country at the present 
time—his supposed relations with a distinguished 
personage whose presence here is to be expected 


shortly; there is something, too, in the very formal | 


and emphatic manner adopted by the Senator on 
| this occasion, which seems pretty distinetly to in- 
timate that the Administration which will com- 
mence its course on the 4th of March next, is, 

fter all the fears heretofore entertained by many, 
and predictions indulged to the contrary, to come 
forward boldly and nobly as a regular, zealous, 
thoroughgoing, strict-construction, democratic Ad- 
ministration. I congratulate the Senator upon the 


change in regard to the powers of the Government 
which his own views have recently undergone; 
and I do still more heartily congratulate the coun- 
try upon the prospect which is so graciously open- 


‘| ing upon us, that this democratic Administration 


Congress | 
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now closing, which came into power upon well- 
known political pledges, every one of which it has 
most faithfully and gloriously redeemed, is aboui 
to be succeeded by another Administration, attain- 
ing the seats of authority without a single political 
pledge which is capable of being distinetly speci- 
fied, but which, thus early, through authorized 
spokesmen, 1s spontaneously assuming tor itseit a 
truly demoeratic front and bearing, and becoming 
responsible for demoeratic opmions and senuments 
which might almost justify us in exclaiming, as I 
hope we will have more right to exclaim after a 
while, ** Truly a new sun has arisen upon mid- 
noon.”’ 

Mr. BADGER. The proposition for autho- 
rizing this expedition, [ understand, originated in 
the other House; it did not come fram the depart- 
ment. The Tlouse appropriated a sum, which 
they thought, fram such information as they had, 
was suilicient Lo accomplish the purpose ihe y had 
in view. It turns out, however, that it is not suffi- 
cient; that there was a mistake in the estimate as 
to the amount of the eost, for which mistake no 
person in the Executive offices appears to be to 
blame. There is no fault, as far as | see, any- 
where; but if there be, it certainly does not rest 
with any Executive officer of the Government. It 
seems to me, then, that the only question for us 
to consider is, whether we will follow up and per- 
fect an undertaking which is deemed by Congress 
to be important. I ean only say that it seems to 
me that, under the circumstances 
make the approptiation. And 
vote tor it. 

Mr. NILES. The main question is, whether 
the object is a legitimate, a rightful one or not. 
Some Senators say tt is to facilitate navigation, but 
they do not tell us how; they all tell us, however, 
that it is to promote the great interests of science, 
and that is all. Now, I cannot see the necessiy 
as regards any practical purpose for such astro- 
nomical accuracy as it appears to be the purpose 
of this expedition to attuin. However important 
it may be tothe science of astronomy, Lapprehend 
we can get along withautit; and acting as | always 
have upon the principles of striet construction, [ 
cannot sanction the proposition that Cengress 
shall enter into any enterprise of this kind, for the 
ascertainment of unsetled points in the science of 
astronomy. My friend from Mississippi, | appre- 
hend, has not observed my course so closely as I 
have observed his. The Senator, | believe, gocs 
oceasionally a good way outside of the Consutu- 
tion. If I mistake not, he was willing a year or 

| two ago to swallow all Mexico, and subsequently 
|| he favored the project of swallowing it piece-meal, 
l could not go with him in that; and | could not 
even swallow these alternate sections which he was 
desirous of cramming down my throat, taking half 
and leaving half. The Senator has not been here 
quite so long as I have, but, during the ume he 
| has been here, | mustsay | have always found him 
steadfast in one thing; that is, in his opposition to 
the principles of free soil. : 

Mr. FOOTE. It would not be treating the Sen- 
ator from Connecticut respectfully did | decline 
responding to what he has spoken with so much 
more than his usual animation. The Senator 
seems to suppose that I have not been heretofore 
a close and interested observer of him and his 
|| movements, and, therefore, more than insinuates 
that I can know but little of him, his acts, and his 
attributes. The Senator has indeed committed a 
| grave error on this subject, sir, Since | attained 
the age of manhood and became a reader of 
newspapers, I have been a diligent observer of the 
honorable gentleman, and have taken particular 
delight in studying his temper and character, and 
in making myself a little familiar with his multi- 
plied and multicolored actings and doings as a 
| public man; and I flatter myself that whilst I have 
| found this occupation of studying the honorable 
gentleman’s life and character not a little recreating 
to my feelings, I have not entirely failed to derive 
| instruction also from the survey of moral linea- 
| ments not often found thus associated, and from 
| the calm exploration of certain curious motives 
and action seldam to be found developed in similar 
| proportions, and producing, under different cir- 
| cumstances, such variant and opposite results, 
Sir, the honorable Senator has never delivered 
| a speech here, or given a vote on any occasion of 
| moment, which I have not seriously considered, 
| and either condemned or approved. He has been 


, we ought to 
therefore L shall 
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long known to me, not only as one of our leading 
giatesmen, but also as an extensive contributor to 
our historical literature. Sir, it is because I have 
thus made the honorable Senator a subject of scru- 
tiny, that | am able to assure him that he never 
made a greater mistake in his rife, than when he 
undertook just now in our hearing to set himself 
forth to the view of the American public as a 
strict-construction Democratic statesman. Why, 
sir, has the honorable Senator forgotten, or does 
he hope that we have forgotten, that, professedly 
a Democrat and strict-construer of the Federal 
Constitution, be has always been known as the 
advocate of a high protective tariff? Does he not 
assert now that the Federal Government has un- 
limited power to legislate on the subject of slavery 
in the ‘Territories of the Union? Why, sir, I could 
vo on enumerating measures almost without num- 
ber, eminently consolidative in their tendency, 
which no other avowed strict-constructionist in 
the Union, save the gentleman himself, ever thought 
of sanctioning, but which have been approved and 
advocated by him with all the zeal and efficiency 
of which he is capable. But forbear: it would 
be too severely tasking the patience of the Senate 


to run into detailupon a subject concerning which 
none who hear me can by possibility be ignorant. 

But the Senator accuses me of having given 
some anti-democratic votes here, and of having 
also delivered anti-democratic speeches in this 
Hall. Happily for me, he confines himself toa 
single specification: and that Is an amusing one, 
indeed. . He says that I dared to declare here, not 
many months ago, that this Government had full 
constitutional power to extend the authority of the 
Confederacy over all Mexico. Did that Senator 
ever undertake to deny that the Government had 
full power to prosecute the Mexican war to an 
honorable conclusion? Did he ever doubt, did he 
ever presume to deny, that we had a right to obtain 
territorial indemnity for injuries received at the 
hands of that Power? Will he now risk himself 
before the country so far as to assert that territory 
may not be legitimately acquired by war, or that 
it may not be as legitimately acquired by treaty? 
The honorable gentleman dares not assume posi- 
tions so absurd as all these would be. Then the 
honorable gentleman and myself do not differ at 
all in regard to the power of the Government to 
acquire foreign territory either by war or treaty. 
The question on which we differ is one of expe- 
diency merely. He did not desire any additional 
territory; I was in favor of acquiring enough to 
secure ** indemnity for the past and security for 
the future.” | wished to extend our territorial 
domain to the Pacific; I desired to acquire Cali- 
fornia and New Mexico. I was not opposed to 
acquiring all of Mexico north of the Sierra Madre. 
I did not even dread any ill effects from our ob- 
taining all Mexico down to the Isthmus of Te- 
huantepec, in the event of the conquest of the whole 
country being necessary to the successful pros- 
ecution of the war. 1 took the liberty of asserting 
my opinion to be, as it yet is, that our political 
institutions are of a nature to derive additional 
vigor and solidity from their expansion over a 
widely-extended territorial surface. I said, with 
Mr. Jefferson, and I yet say, that our race is, in my 
judgment, destined to take possession of the whole 
of America, and to exercise a profitable control 
over all this wide domain, I said, and I still 
say, that it is my wish that we may hereafter 
peaceably, constitutionally, and with no unneces- 
sary delay, obtain possession and enjoyment of 
all Mexico, and Cuba into the bargain. lam not 
ashamed of having thus declared myself; and I 
admonish that Senator, and all who concur with 
him in opposing territorial extension, that the 
American people have made up their minds on this 
subject in favor of increased territory. « The day 
is not far distant when those who opposed the 
acquisition of California and New Mexico will be 
classed with those who opposed the acquisition of 
Louisiana. The day is coming, and is almost at 
hand, when men who undertake to uphold such 
narrow and contracted views as those which some 
of us heard announced a few months ago in this 
Hall, in opposition to the acquisition of new terri- 
tory, wil! be either laughed at or treated with con- 
tempt. The day is not far distant, strange as it 
may seem to some ears here, when a wise and 
sSagucious people will unanimously demand that all 
peaceful, just, constifitional, and efficient expedients 
Shall be employed by the Goveernmnt in order to ob- 


tain Canada and Cuba too—Canada, acknowledged 
by leading English statesmen to be but a grievous 
hurden to the British empire: Cuba, that mést beau- 
tiful of all the islands which bespangle the surface 
of the ocean, fertile as she is in all which we, as a 
people, need either for comfort or luxury—indis- 
pensable to our maritime ascendency—important 
to our territorial strength and safety—manifestly 
designed by Divine Providence to be an appendage 
and an ornament to the grand continent which we 
ocenpy, and to be a precious heritage and a bound- 
less blessing to our posterity for ever. Perhaps 
hefore I conclude these very hasty remarks into 
which I have been in some degree surprised by the 
fierce attack made upon me by the Senator from 
Connecticut, it would be well for me to explain a 
few words uttered upon the spur of the moment, 
in.this Hall, a few days since, and which have 
heen to some extent misrepresented by some of 
those who supply the public journals with Con- 
gressional intelligence. I find [ am reported in 
several newspapers es declaring, in positive lan- 
guage, that | knew General Taylor to be in favor 
of acquiring Cuba. I never used such language. 
[ said this precisely: that I had heard it asserted 
hy respectable persons that they knew General 
Taylor to be in favor of acquiring Cuba, and that 
I belived such to be the fact. I will now go fur- 
ther, and say, that if he is not in favor of acqui- 
ring Cuba, he, in my judgment, certainly differs 
with at least nine-tenths of his countrymen; and if 
he had been supposed hostile to the acquisition of 
Cuba during the late Presidental contest, two-thirds 
of those who voted for him would, L believe, have 
refused him their support. 

Mr. HUNTER. Lrise to make a single state- 
ment in relatien to the facts connected with this 
appropriation. The present proposition is op- 
posed upon grounds the general justness of which 
I readily admit; namely, that it has become too 
frequent to commence an enterprise asking a 
small appropriation, and afterwards increasing the 
demand to a very large amount, while, from all 
the circumstances of the case, it must have been 
known that more would be required than was at 
firstasked. But on this occasion the deficiency 
appears to have arisen entirely from an error, for 
which there is no blame to be attached to any per- 
son. All agree—and very properly—in exempt- 
ing the Secretary of the Navy; the project was 
not of his originating. It came from an accom- 
plished and excellent young officer, Lieutenant 
Gilliss, whose estimate would have been correct, 
and there would have been no necessity for cre- 
ating a fund for the purchase of these instruments, 
but for the fact that those instruments which he 
expected would be made use of in the taking of 
the proposed observations have been sent to Cali- 
fornia, for the purpose of making experiments 
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there. The enterprise has been undertaken by | 


this Government, andethe question now is, whether 
it shall be further conducted ? I have no hesitation 
in saying that I think the Government ought to 
execute the work at the expense of the United 
States, and to furnish proper instruments to en- 
able a work so important to science to be executed 
in a creditable manner. 

Mr. CLAYTON. I desire to ask the honorable 
Senator whether the Smithsonian Institution has 
not already ordered this instrument? 

Mr. HUNTER. lam so informed by a mem- 
ber of the House of Representatives, a gentleman 
who takes a deep interest in the matter. He tells 
me that they have imported the instrument. 


Mr. CLAYTON. Iam then to understand that || 


they have ordered and imported the instrument. 

Mr. PEARCE. The gentleman is mistaken. 
The instrument has not been imported. 

Mr. CLAYTON. I wish to know whether they 
have ordered or made a contract for an instru- 
ment. 

Mr. PEARCE. They have made a contract 
for one. 

Mr. CLAYTON. Have they ordered or con- 
tracted for all the necessary instruments? 

Mr. PEARCE. They have contracted for one 


only. 


The question was then taken upon the amend- | 
ment, by yeas and nays, with the following re- | 


sult: 


YEAS—Messrs. Atchison, Atherton, Badger, Baldwin, 
Bell, Berrien, Borland, Bradbury, Breese, Buder, Calhoun, 
Clarke, Corwin, Davis of Mississippi, Dayton, Dickinson, 
Dix, Dodge of Wisconsin, Dodge of lowa, Douglas, Felch, 
Fitzgerald, Foote, Hanter, Johnson of Louisiana, Johnson 


of Georgia,fJones, Mason, Metcalfe, Miller 





Jan. 12, 


Peare 2 
. > , , « 2. 
Spruance, Sturgeon, Underwood, and Westeot:—¢ 


NAYS—Messrs. Benton, Bright, Clayton, Davis of Ma 
sachusetts, Fitzpatrick, Niles, Phelps, Turney Wall - 
and Yulee—10. > sv emer, 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was then reported as amended th 
amendments were concurred in, and the bill w : 
read a third time and passed. ” 


CALIFORNIA LANDS, 

On motion of Mr. BREESE, the previous orde 
were postponed, and the Senate proceeded to ae 
sider the bill for ascertaining claims and titles of 
land within the territory of California and New 
Mexico, to grant donation rights, and to provid 
for the survey of the lands therein. - 


The bill being before the Senate as in Commit. 
tee of the Whole— : 


LAND TITLES IN THE NEW TERRITORIEY. 


On motion of Mr. BREESE, the Senate pro. 
ceeded to the consideration of the bill for ascer. 
taining titles to land in California and New Mex. 
ico, for granting donation rights, and providing for 
the survey of lands therein. oe 

Mr. BREESE. My object in calling up the bj! 
at the present moment was, that we might make 
some progress with it, in order that it may come 
up to-morrow, and be proceeded with from day to 
day until we reach a final conclusion. It is a bill 
of very great importance. It will be seen that it 
proposes to follow, in the adjustment of these land 
claims, the course that was pursued in reference 
to such claims in Louisiana and Florida, after the 
acquisition of those Territories, and which has been 
pursued ever since; that is, to appoint commission. 
ers for adjusting claims under certain restrictions, 
and also for ascertaining the extent of the public 
domain, which can only be done by first ascertain. 
ing the extent of private claims by means of com- 
missioners, or in some other mode that may be 
suggested, and which may be considered better 
adapted to the peculiarities of that country. [have 
called the attention of the Senate to the subject now 
principally in order that the Senator from Missouri 
may propose the amendment which he designs to 
offer, that it may be printed and be ready to be 
taken up for consideration as unfinished business 
to-morrow. 

Mr. BENTON. The committee which reported 
this bill, for ascertaining the land titles in New 
Mexico and California, has, as the chairman has 
stated, followed the form which was adopted at 
the time of the investigation of such titles in Lou- 
isiana. They have taken the same mode of pro- 
ceeding which was adopted then; and in doing so 
they have done perhaps the only thing which was 
proper for them to do. Without some action of 
the Senate, without some suggestion, it might not 
have been expected of the committee to bring ina 
plan different from that which has been followed 
heretofore. I, however, who was contemporary 


Rusk, 


| with that plan, and under it, and saw its opera- 


tion, am of opinion that it was very injudicious 
with respect to Louisiana and the other acquial- 
tions which we made; that it was an injudicious 
mode, leading to delay, expense, disturbances of 
possession and of titles, and settling scarcely any- 
thing. Hardly had the system begun, when every- 
body saw the faults resulting from it, and plans 


immediately began to be devised for settling the 


same claims definitively, and on the plan upon 
which the parties had a right to have them settled, 
according to treaties and the laws of nations. 
Scarcely had the system begun to operate, when 
it was seen that it was necessary to have some 
other mode of proceeding, and as far back, I know, 
as the time when Mr. Crawford was Secretary of 
the Treasury, the HouSe of Representatives di- 
rected, by resolution, that he should devise a plan 
for carrying those titles before the Judiciary, where 
they could be definitively settled. Finally, after 
worrying in the State of Missouri for about twenty 
years, examinations were had, by which many of 
them were settled; but still the Judiciary was 
cramped; and after worrying Congress, after weat- 
ing out the claimants, after destroying the property 
of many claimants, at last bills began to be granted 
for giving trials on the only ground on which such 
claims ought to be decided—trials by the Judiciary, 


‘and under treaties and the laws of nations. A few 


cases were carried into the Supreme Court of the 
United States under a law to that effect; and when- 
ever that was done, they have been settled, an 


settled forever, and in the only way which could 
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} now propose, 5 3 
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that was then followed, and which ts now pro- 
a =— 


ged to be again adopted. I shall offer as a 
gupstitute—with a motion to have it sent to the 


Mr. President, to bring in a | 


,, 1 wish the Senators and Representatives of | 
Sates Which were formerly a part of the great | 


of giving us the benefit of | 


| say, the hardships, the delay, the ex- | 
and absolute ruin to an immense number | 
’ 


Committee on the Public Lands, for the purpose | 


of being by them considered, after having heard 


an exposition of it here—a counter-plan which I | 
have drawn up, for carrying these titles to the | 
Judiciary at once, with full powers, under the | 


treaty, the laws of nations, and under the decis- 
jons of the Supreme Court of the United States, 
to finish everything, as | think, and save Con- 
gress from being importuned for fifty years to 
come with respect to California land titles, as they 


have been importuned for forty years past, on | 


account of titles'‘which grew and are sull growing 
vo in Louisiana. It will prevent all this. And 
when I present this plan, sir, I wish to make an 
exposition of it to the Senate, for the purpose of 


showing the evils of the old system, and the ad- | 


yantages of the one which I recommend; and, after | 


making this exposition to the Senate, | desire that it 
shal! zo to the committee. Itis too late this evening 
to go into the exposition, and I should like, in the 
mean time, in order that there may be no unneces- 
sary delay, that the paper which I am about to 
submit should be printed. 


I now submit the counter-proposition, and move 


that it be printed, and that the further consider- | 


ation of the bill be postponed until to-morrow: 

First. For the appointment of a recorder of land titles, 
who shall have the custody of all the public archives in re- 
lation to the disposition of the public lands, and shall record 
all the grants and claims that shall be discovered or made 
knowa to him, and shall make two abstracts of the same; 
one to be transmitted to the General Land Office in Wash- 
ington, the other to be delivered to the Surveyor General of 
California, that he may lay down the grants and claims on 
& map, to be retained in his oflice, and of which map a copy 
to be transmitted to the General Land Office, and another to 
be filed with the recorder of land titles in California. 

Second. To provide for the ascertainment of invalid grants 
or possessions, by authorizing a seire fucias to be issued from 
the United States district court against the party in posses- 
sion to come in and hear the objections to his claim, and to 
show cause why the grant should not be annulled, or the 
possession vacated in every ease in which the recorder of 
dand titles, upon consultation with the district attorney, or 
by orders from the General Land Offiee, shall be so in- 
structed, shall be of opinion that the same is not valid under 
the treaty with Mexico, the law of nations, and the decision 
of the Supreme Court of the United States—the decision of 
the district court to be final if against the United States, in 
all cases where the land in question shall be worth less than 
five thousand dollars. But no pueblo or rancheria Indians 
to be disturbed in their possessions without special orders 
from the General Government. 

Third. To provide for the appointment of a surveyor gen- 
eral and for the establishment of three land offices. 

Fourth. Vo provide for donations of land to actual settlers, 
heads of families, widows, and single men over eighteen 


years of age, i an allowance of |: ildre op il “ : : 
ead p and an aowanee of land for children wader | records of the department that the transfer said to 


eighteen years of age, and for the wife in her own right, ac- 
cording to the provisions of the bill proposing donations to 
settlers in Oregon, which passed the Senate January 3, 1843. 
Fifth. To provide for preserving order in working gold 
nines, by appointing an agent to grant permits for working 
small lots, and setting summarily and on the spot all ques- 
tions of boundary orinterference among the diggers ; the said 
permits to continue in force while the lot is worked by the 
person receiving it, and to be limited to —— feet square, 
The further consideration of the bill was then 
postponed until to-morrow, and the motion to print 


was agreed to. 
COMMODORE RIDGELY. 


On motion of Mr. CLARKE, a message was 
ordered to be sent to the House of Representatives, 
requesting the return of the act directing the mode 
of settling the claim of Charles G. Ridgely, re- 
jected yesterday. 

Mr. CLARKE then moved to reconsider the 
vote by which the bill had been rejected; which 
motion lies over. 


COMMISSIONER OF PENSIONS. 
On motion of Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, the 
Senate proceeded to the consideration of the bill 


to continue the office of Commissioner of Pen- 
sions, 
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The bill having been read— 

Mr. UNDERWOOD asked the chairman of the 
committee who reported the bill for information as 
to the necessity for the continuance of the office. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana. The judgment 
of the Committee on Pensions in relation to this 
matter | will explain very briefly. 

The object of this bill is to continue the office of 
the Commissioner of Pensions, which has in effect 
become a permanent office. 
accumulating 


me? 


Business ts constantly 
and bills are being presented and 
passed here day by day requiring the performance 
of the duty of a commissioner, @nd which busi- 
ness will probably render the continuance of the 
officer necessary for years to come. The bill 
comes to us recommended by the department. 

The bill was then ordered to be enzrossed, and 
was subsequently read a third time by unanimous 
consent, and passed. 

PRIVATE BILLS. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, asked the Senate 
to indulge him by taking up out of its order the 
bill for the relief of Nehemiah Brush. 

Mr. D. said he had examined the claim with 
some care, and had reported the bill at the last 
session of Congress. It was a bill founded in 
strict justice—that of an old man afilicted with the 
palsy, who was in extremely.indigent circum- 
stances. He did not suppose that the bill would 
lead to any debate, and he would therefore move 
that it be considered. 

The motion having been agreed to— 

The bill was then considered in Committee of 
the Whole; and, no amendment having been of- 
fered, it was reported to the Senate, and ordered 
to a third reading, and was subsequently read a 
third time, by unanimous consent, and passed. 

On motion by Mr. DICKINSON, the Senate 
proceeded, as in Committee of the Whole, to the 
consideration of the bill for the relief of Mrs 
Anne W. Angus; when, no amendment being 
made thereto, it was reported to the Senate, or- 
dered to a third reading, was read a third tie, and 


| passed. 


On motion by Mr. FOOTE, the Senate pro- 


| ceeded to the consideration of the bill for the relief 


‘should be allowed. 


of Samuel F. Butterworth. 

Mr. TURNEY. I do not think, Mr. President, 
judging from its present aspect, that this claim 
This draft, for which we are 
asked to pay a second time, was drawn by Mr. 
Stark, who, upon the records of the department, 
appears to have always been recognized as a mem- 
ber of the firm with whom the contract was made; 
and unless an official transfer had been made upon 


| the books of Mr. Stark’s interest in that contract, 


it appears to me the department was bound to rec- 


| ognize him as one of the firm. They were bound 





to look to Mr. Stayk as ong of the contractors, as 


| liable in part for the performance of the contract, 


and as one to whom payment of money should be 
made. It does seem to me that in this case the 
Government ought not to pay twice, and that the 
Auditor has taken a legal view of the subject; and 
I should like to see something to justify the con- 
clusion arrived at by the committee that he should 
pay it the second time. It should appear upon the 


have been made by Stark was made, to justify such 
payment. If cannot vote for the bill without fur- 
ther explanation. 

Mr. NILES. This case is somewhat a compli- 
cated one, perhaps; but, if the Senate will give me 
their attention, | will endeavor to state the points 
of it as I understand them. Two individuals, 
named Stark and Butterworth, entered into a con- 
tract to carry the Government mail. 
gaged in that undertaking jointly, there seems to 
have been some misunderstanding between them 


in relation to the matter, and they requested of the” 


department that they should be paid for their ser- 
vices separately. This was done in one or two 
instances to Stark, though it does not appear that 
Butterworth was aware of the fact. After this, 
Stark sold out his whole interest in the contract to 


Butterworth—the contract still remaining in the | 
name of the firm. Butterworth proposed to Stark | 


that the transfer of the contract wholly into hia 
hands should be made officially by the department; 
but, from the facts in the case, this does not ap- 
pear to have been done, A notice, soon after this 
transfer was made, was sent by the firm to the 
Auditor of the Treasury, telling him that there- 


| parties. 
| accordance with that notice, any official transfer 
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after no payment was to be made for anything 
that might come due, to either of the individual 
names of the firm, but exclusively to the name of 
Stark and Butterworth. 
given, the draft in question was drawn by Stark 
in his own name—not the name of the firm—for 
twenty-eight hundred dollars; presented to Colonel! 
Gardner, the Auditor, and duly accepted by him. 


After this notice had been 


Before thi8 draft was honored, in the nature of a 


» protested draft it went into the hands of a man 





named —, and, after remaming in his hands 
for about two years, it was finally given toa Mr 
Whiitlesey. 

The draft was drawn, then, by a man who, it 
appears from all the circumstances in the case, had 


no right to draw in his own individual name. 
Looking at this case, as it comes under the gen- 


eral law, it may be 
honored ? 


asked, what drafts ought to be 
Certainly only those that are drawn in 
the name upon which the account for services ren 

dered is made upon the book of the department. 
The parties themseives may make different arrange- 
ments for the transmission of the money due, and 
the department may honor the drafts in accordance 
with those arrangements; nevertheless they should 
be officially recorded upon the books of the depart- 
ment. The department may honor drafis drawn 
in individual names, but they should, as a rule, be 
guided by the record upon the books of the name 
of the individual or firm with which the contract 
was made. In this case there was not only the 
general obligation arising from the contract exist- 
ing in the name of the two parties, requiring the 
department to pay drafts drawn in that name, but 
there was special notice given to the department 
not to pay drafts drawn in any other name. 

About three months after this notice,as 1 before 
stated, this draft was drawn by one of the contract- 
ing parties, who in fact had no interest in the con- 
tract whatever, having sold out his interast. It ap- 
pears to me that the case ts a very plain one, though 
itis hard for the Government, to"be sure, to pay the 
money twice. The only point at issue is, whether 
the action of the Auditor, endorsed by the Comp- 
troller, should be binding upon the Government. 


| We have gone further, however, than this at prior 
| sessions. 


We have paid in cases where the claim 


| was obtaimed under a judgment, after that jadg- 
| ment was withdrawn. 


For the action of the accounting officers Con- 
gress may not be responsible, but it would be hard 
for them to suffer, especially as they honored the 


| draft with the honest conviction that it was cor- 


rect. In matters of this kind they should pay only 
those drafts that are presented in the name of the 
contracting parties, as that name is entered on the 
records of the department. 

Mr. TURNEY. The Senator from Connecticut 
speaks of a period when these parties were paid 
separately, and also of a notice having been sent 
to the department not to pay any drafis made in 
the individual name of either of the contracting 
Now, I should like to know whether, in 


was made upon the books of the department sta- 
ting that the whole contract was in the hands of 
Butterworth, or whether it was a mere letter writ- 
ten by this gentleman, who claims to be an as- 
signee, requesting the department not to pay the 


| money to the individual contractors? 


Mr. NILES. 


The contract had not been trans- 


| ferred on the books of the department, as | before 


stated. It stood in the name of Stark & Butter- 
worth, as it always had stood on the books. It is 
not well to acknowledge the allowance of this claim 
as a general principle; the payment of the draft of 
course should have been made to the names of the 


| contracting parties, as they were recorded. 


Mr. FOOTE. I would not have called up this 
matter had I not been thoroughly persuaded that no 
debate upon it would arise. It has been rigidly ex- 


| amined by the committee, and I did think that the 


expression of their opinion in the report would 
have been satisfactory tothe Senate. 11 is not often 





that I trouble the Senate with calling up private 
bills, and I do trust gentlemen will ailow this bill 
to pass. However, if objection. is to be made to 
its passage, I shall feel bound to move it be infor- 
| mally postponed. 
Objection being made, the bill was passed over 
| informally. 
| On motion, it was ordered, that when the Sen- 
| ate adjourns, it adjourn to meet on Monday next. 
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SUBMERGED LANDS. 
On motion of Mr. BORLAND, the Senate 


ceeded toca; 


pro- 
mider 


Arkansas, and other State within which they lie ’ 


cértain lands remaining unsold on account of over- 
flow. 

He then moved that the bill be made the special 
order for Wednesday next; which was agreed to, 


The Senate then proces ded to the consideration 
of Executive business; and, after some time so 


apent, the ened, and 


The S« 


doors were re 


i ! 
nate adjourned, 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
I'nipay, January 12, 1849. 


ilof yesterday was read and approved, 
NOTICES OF BILLS. 


HILLIARD rave notice of 


} 
fo blrouuce 


Mr. a motion for 
titles: 


bills of the following 


eta ' ' , 
A DO to authorize the peop) of 


the territory of the United States, which was ac- 


quired by the treaty of peace, friendship, limits 
settlement with the Republic 


vt , A ‘ 
cluded February 1, 184s, 


of Vix xico, Con- 
known as Calif 


d State 


} 
ana 
rita, 
rovernment, and 


fo form a constitution an 


for the admission of such State into the Union on 
an equal hooting with the or ial States; and 

\ ball re pecting the limuts of the State of Te xas, 
and that portion of the territory of the United 
States, which was acquire d by the late treaty with 


Me Aico, KNOWN as Ne W Me XICO, 
on of Mr. HUBBARD 


(diy mmaoti 


Resolved, That the aceompauying memorial from Major 
Baker, of the Ordnance Corps, preseutyy a plan tor the 
preservation of the interests of the United States in the gold 
mines of Cahtoria, be referred to the Conmattee on Mili 


tary Afhiurs, and that said conmaitlee be 


by bill 


»authorized to re port 


or o1rerwts« 
of Mr. CR ANSTON, it was 
of Lieutenant Micah Whitmarsh 


r memorial aud accompanying 
im the til of the [louse 


PUTNAM, it was 


hunice Crosar 


Wi 


rmotion 
Ordered, “‘Vhattoe hei 
have jeave to withdraw the 
pop ' ‘! 
On mouon of Nir. 
Ordered, That 
from the files of the 


nan have leave to withdraw 
Hiouse her petivon and accompanying 


pip mtora pension 
Qn motion of Mr. TUCK, it was 
Ordered, ‘Vivat leave 
of the House the pr 
New Ul ity hire, for the 
recenuy presented to th 


be granted to withdraw from the files 
tition from ecitizous of Londonderry, 
reéstablishinent of a post route, 
House, 

Mr. BELCHER, from the Committee on Mile- 
ave, made a report on the subject-matter referred 
to said resolutions of the House of 
the 27th December last, viz: 

Resolive?, That the Comunuttee on 
to tngdtre tate, and to report te 
the present Congress, ain) 
been drawn trom Live tre 


committee by 


Mileage be instructed 
>this House whether, during 
preater has 
tsury nore of the 
meinbers of this House than he wa d to by law ; and 
if so, by whow so drawn, and to whatamount. Also, that 
Faid comonttve report to titts House by whatrule the mileage 
In every case is computed, by whom the claims for it is 
allowed, and upon what evidenee allowed. 
Phat a publication made in the New 
day ot December, 184, in which 
members ts set tori and coummented on, 
reed to the same cominittee, WIth tistructions to in 
and report Whether said publication does not 
in substance, to an allegation of fraud against most 
is Housein the matter of thei mileage ; 


mount Of tuleage 
by any one or 


senuil 


Resolved, sec uly, 
York ‘Tribune, on 
the nitleagwe of thre 
be ret 
q hire 


a wuount 


ihe 


tito 


aol tie 


rrembers of f 


nodifjie the judganent of the coummittee, it does amount to 
tu allegation of traud, thea to maguire and report it that 
Allegation is true or tuise 


Which report was 


to be orinted. 
i 


laid on the table, and ordered 


rHE UNFINISHED BUSINESS. 

Mr. LORD rose and moved that the unfinished 
business be referred to the Committee on Revisal 
aid Unfinished Business, for the purpose of being 
adjusted. 

The SPEAKER inquired whether the gentle- 
man from New York [Mr. Loxp] referred to the 
unfinished business of the iast session? 

Mr. LORD answered that he did. 

The SPEAKER said that by a rule of the 
House it was made the duty of the Committee on 
Revisal and Unfinished Business to examine that 
business, and see what portion require d turther 
attenuon., The motion of the gentieman, there- 
fore, was in order. 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia, inquired whether under 
a jomt role of the House, adopted at the last 
session of Coneress, the unfinished business did 
net occupy a diferent position from that whieh it 
did occupy when the committee was appointed ? 
Under that rule, he understood: that the adjourn- 





the bill ¥o errant to the State of 


tivat portion of 
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ment did not affect the business of Congress, but 
that it would be regularly proveeded with as if no 
adjournment had taken piace. be point of fact, 
then, there was really no unfinished business at 
all. He did not recollect what the precise terms 
of the rule were, and he that it might be 
read. Hie thought it provided for a continuation 
of the business of the last session to the present 
session, precisely as if no adjournment had taken 
place. If the gentleman from New York [Mr. 
Lorp] had any particular object in his motion, he 
(Mr. C.) would not make any objection to it. 


asked 


The joint rule was read, as follows: 


“ After eix days from the commencement of a subsequent 


session of Congress, ail biils, re Olutions, or reports, winch 
orienmated in eather House at the close of tue next precediag 
session. remaining Gadetoruuned iu either House, shall be 
resumed and acted upon ia tie sane munner as if an ad- 


journment bad not taken place,” 


‘The rule having been read— 


Mr. COBB said that it struck him that there 
was no necessity, under Us rule, for the acuion of 
the committee. So long as he had been a member, 
he did not recollect that any acuon had been taken 
by the committee on any subject. 

‘The SPEAKER sam, he thought that the mo- 
a lop d, would lead to great inconvenience. 
‘There was a large calendar of private bills, for 
instance, many of Which were in the nature ol 
unfinished business, and subject to the consider- 
ation of the House, on any private bili day. Such 
a reference would take thei from the custody ot 
the Hlouse, and give them to the commuitee, until 
such ume as they might think proper to report 
upou thei. 

Uy the one hundred and first rule of the House, 
it was made the duty of the Committee on Revisal 
and Unfinished business, ** to eXumine and report 
what laws have expired, or are near expiring, and 
require to be revived and further continued; also, 
to examime and report, from the Journal of last 
session, all such matters as were then depending 
and undetermined,”’ 

‘The SPEAKER was of opinion that the com- 
mittee already had the power to examine the Jour- 
nal of the last session, and lo make such report as 
they thought necessary. ° 

Mr. KURT (addressing the Speaker) said he 
believed the order of business Was the Considera- 
tion of private bills, and that the first business in 
that order beture the Liouse was the motion made 
the other day to reconsider the vole by which the 
bill for the relief of the legal representatives of 
Antonio Pacheco had been passed, 

‘The SPEAKER. Yes, sir. 

Mr. BUR'L. If in order, lL move that the House 
proceed to the cousiderauon of that mouwn. 

‘Yoe SPEAKER said that any genteman could 
call up the motuon to reconsider; and on that mo- 
uon, the gentleman from Ohio | Mr. SAWYER] was 
entutied to the floor. : 

Mr. BURL. 1 understood that the previous 
quesuion had been moved. 

Vhe SPEAKER said that the Chair did not 
hear the gentieman from Onto |.\ir. Sawyer] sub- 
mit that niouon. 

Mr. BURT. Before the question is taken on 
seconding the previous question, | move that there 
be a cali of the House. 

the SPEAKER. ‘The gentleman from Ohio 
{Mr. Sawyer} will state what his mouon was, 

Mr. SAWYER, 1 did not move the previous 
quesuon. L sunply moved a reconsiderauon of 
ine vote by which the bill had been passed. 

The SPEAKER. ‘Phen tie gentieman ts enti- 


tion, al 


tled to the floor, and to make remarks, or submit 


a mouon. 

Mr. SAWYER said that he proposed to occupy 
the ume of the House only a very few moments, 
He thought his colleague | Wir. Givpines| had put 
the case on wrong grounds. He (Mr. 8.) be- 
heved that it had po such inwinsic merits as would 


jusuly him in giving his vote in favor of the bill. 


tie should therefore vote against It. 

Fle belheved that this negro man, Lewis, was 
hired by his owner to the Government of the Um- 
ted States tor a valid consideration, and that oper- 
ated as a kind of insurance upon his life. And 
the owner of the slave got recompensed by the 
very large anjount of the consideration he received, 
tle therefore Lelieved that the claim ought not to 
be allowed upon its merits. He thougnt It was 
wrong, and that it Was not one of those cases 


wueh, by the evidence, would jusufy Congress | 


' that the owner of this negro hired him to J 
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He should theres 


fore yor, 


in passing the claim. 
against It. 

Mr. STUART, of Michigan, requeste | 
gentieman from Ohio [Mr. Sawyer] % rield | 
floor. iiss 

Mr. SAWYER having done so— 

Mr. STUART proceeded to remark, tha; Under 
the permission of the gentleman from O} ae 
wished to state, very briefly, the reasons whiel 
had influenced the vote he had given. Upon the 
question of the engrossment of the bill. he ha, 
voted in the affirmative. He had done so ea 


he understood the facts of the _ 


it 


iO, he 


i 


to be these: 


ie Goy- 


ernment of the United States, through its of, 
to act as guide and interpreter in the Florida way 
for a compensation of twenty-five dollars ai 
month; that prior to the time when the ; 
contracted for had expired, at Dade’s massacre 

the negro was captured by the Indians; that, at . 
subsequent period, and after the expiration of the 
term—— 

Mr. HUDSON rosetoa question of order. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state his 
point of order. 

Mr. HUDSON. It is this: that a gentleman 
obtaining the floor has no right to give way to ap- 
other gentleman to make a speech. In the present 
case the gentleman from Michigan [Mr. Sr ART| 
rose and avowed that he was not going to explain, 
but that he had risen for the purpose of making a 
general speech expressive of his opinion on 
whole*matter. 


ers, 


St rvyy e 


the 


Now, he (Mr. H.) submitted, that 


‘it Was not competent for one gentleman, holding 
| the floor, to give way to another gentleman for a 


general speech on the merits of the case, 

The SPEAKER said, that the Chair had, only 
a day or two since, decided in favor of the view 
taken by the gentleman from Massachusetts, { Mr. 
Hupson.} Ii the gentleman from Ohio chose to 
give way for a mere explanation, he could do so; 
but if he gave way to allow a gentleman to make 
a speech, he would lose his right to the floor. 

Mr. SAWYER. It is not possible for me to 
tell what object the gentleman from Michigan has 
in view. 

Mr. STUART said that he had not risen for the 
purpose of making a speech. 

‘The SPEAKER said that the gentleman had 
intimated his purpose so far as to commence as- 
signing his reasons for the vote he had given. 
That was not explanation. 

Mr. STUART said he did not wish to be out 
of order, and he thought the Chair would find 
that he kept within the rule 

The SPEAKER said there was no question 
whether the gentleman from Michigan was in, 
order, or not; the question was solely as to the 
gentleman from Ohio, {Mr. Sawyer.} The ques- 
tion was, whether the gentieman from Ohio would 
lose the floor; and the gentleman from Michigan 
could proceed with that understanding. 

Mr. SAWYER resumed the floor. He did not 
wish (he said) to lose his right to it. He was told 
that he had been misinformed as to the character 
of this claim. He thoughtnot. He believed that 
Pacheco hired this man, Lewis, as guide and inter- 
preter, for twenty-five dollars amouth. If he had 
remained in the service one year at that rate of 
compensation, the owner would have received 
ample compensation for him. And he believed 
that such an agreement had been entered into. 

It was true, Uiat at the massacre of Dade’s com- 
mand, this negro (with one other man, he believed) 
was taken prisoner by the Indians. At a subse- 
quent period the negro had returned with the In- 
dians, and had been given up to the commanding 
officer, who sent him west of the Mississippi. If 
the officer in command of the troops toek a freak 
into his head, he might dispose of all the property 
in the possession of traders and other persons. 
Gentlemen would have in their minds a case of 
that kind, where certain traders were on their route 
to Santa Fé with a large quantity of goods. These 
goods, as it was now alleged, to prevent their 
falling into the hands of the enemy, were ordered 
by the commanding officer to be burnt. If this 





principle was to be allowed, thousands of men 
would follow our armies, suitling, and by a col- 
lusion between the officers and them, might involve 
the Government in an immense amount of expend- 
iture. 

Mr. CABELL interposed, and asked the gentle- 
man from Ohio to yield the floor. 





1849. 
ue SAWYER having done so— 
| CABELL said he had risen for the purpose 
“ne the attention of the House whilst he 
dea t! e points upon which, as a Representative 
*- she State of Florida, he desired this case to be 
= »the House. 
ule GIDDINGS, (addressing the Chair.) Then 
: g sentieman loses the floor. , ; 
fhe SPEAKER said, the Chair must again state 
mer the enforeement of the rule of order was in- 
; ted noon by a gentlemen on the left—that one 
san should not yield the floor to another for 


a sneecil. . ‘ . 6 
Vir. CABELL said he proposed, in the brief 


iwment he had to make, toconfine himself simply 
wuhin the limits of explanation, as defined by the 


Nhe SPEAKER. Itisin order for the gentleman 
in OX it. 

” Mr. CABELL. The gentleman from Ohio [Mr. 
Qawyer} misunderstands the point, as L conceive. 
veom the evidence which has been laid before the 
sommittee, it is clear that this negro Lewis came 
ito the possession of an officer of the United States 

er:'v-——- 

GiDDINGS. Leall the gentleman to order. 
SPEAKER. The Chair thinks that at 
nresent the genldeman from Florida [Mr. Capexy} 
js order. 

vr. CABELL (in continuation) said, that the 

rwas admitted by all that this negro, having 
thus come properly Into possession of an officer of 

» United States, was demanded by the owner; 
that, by the authority of that oificer, he was sent 
bevond the limits of the United States, and beyond 
»yeach of lus owner. 

Now, the gentleman from Ohio and other gen- 
lemen had made the pomt that when this contract 
was made between a citizen and the United States, 
it wes made ‘subject to all conungencies—as, for 
example, the loss or death of the negro. Hie (Mr. 
C.) would admit, that if the negro had been hired, 
ite had been taken, there would have been 
no clam onthe partof Pacheco. But that was not 
before the Liouse. The negro came aiter- 
wards into the possession of an ofhcer of the Uni- 
ted States, and was then demanded by his owner. 

Mr. NICOLL said he desired to ask a quesuon. 

Mr. CABELL having yielded the floor tor the 
purpose 

Mr. NICOLL said that he desired to know un- 
der what crreumstances the negro was brought in 
—wihether voluntarily, or as a slave of Jumper, 
or under any stipulauons whether he should be 


sent west, 


t ‘ 
viel 


alu his: 


' > 
mie Las 





Mr. CABELL resumed the floor. 
Mr. BURT rose and said he would answer the 
grentieman. : 


Mr. SEUART called both gentlemen to order. 


Hey were taking precisely the ground he had 


beet taking—that is to say, they were stating facts. | 


lt was exceedingly dithicult to hear anytiung that 
Was said at this point of the proceedings. 

the SPEAKER said, the Chau could hear 
nothing as to the point of order or Use facts of the 
case. burther proceedings would be suspended 
uitil the House came to order. 

Mr. CABELL said he had the. floor by the 
courtesy of the gentleman from Ohio, | Mr. Saw- 
YER. | 

Mc. SEUART called the gentleman to order. 
The SPEAKER said, that the gentieman from 
Florida {Mr. Casey] was clearly in order. The 
oily question was, whether the gentieman from 
Vio [Mire Sawyer} would lose ius right to the 
door. if the gendeman from Fiorida proceeded to 

vate the question, the gentleman trom Ohio 
would lose hus right to the floor. 

Mr. CABELL said he was not arguing the case. 
lie was saytng that this principle was clear, that 
lie hegro Lewis having come into the possession 
ol the officer of the Government of the United 
Sates, 10 was the duty of that officer to see that he 
Was returned to the owner; and that the Govern- 
ment of the United States was answerable for him 
until be was returned. If he had been lost, that 
Would have accounted for his not being returned. 
Butif a negro, or a horse, or ether property was 
hived to the Government ot the United Dtates, and 
Ove of its officers should, in violation of law, carry 
that horse, or negro, or other property beyoud the 
reach of the owner, if the owner were standing 
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concern to him. He held the Government respon- 


sivle, and it was hot for the Government lo disa- 
Vow ie legal ucts of tie cihecer. 
. 
bhe SPLAhni.l biter) med, 


Mr. SAW Yiuk said, there 


were 80 many feh- 
tlemen 


desirous to eXplain, that he thougiat he 
must insist of his OW right lo wie Hoor, bie Le 
lieved that this matter wus perieclly weil unde 
stood by the biouse,. It had 


length of ime, and had it not been tors 


been Gebaled a vical 


ibis 


Which had been said by his colleague, | ir. Gin 
DINGS,| he should hot have said @ word. The did 
not agree with the docirine laid down by his ¢ 

league, hat tiuere Was no property in slaves. Lhe 
believed that the day was gone by whem such a 
doctrine could be advocated. He velieved it had 
been agreed on all hanus, by the legislation of 


Congress, by the decistous ol the Supre inc Court, 
and everywhere e€ise, Liat there Was properly in 
Siaves. 

But, as he had said before, this case was not 
one lo jusuly the luterference Of Congress in be- 
half of Lie Owner of Lie Slave, Fie dia Dol LEeileve 
that the owner had any Ciaitk Whatever lo be paid 
tor lim, 

in order that the House might proceed to other 
business, of which So much Of lar greater ilitport- 
auce Was claiming Wier alleulion, and beileving 
that this matter was sufficiently well uuderstoou, 
he would tieve the previous Quesuon. 

Mr. HUDSON 
draw the mouon, tu allow iim to make a few re- 
mUurks. 


‘ +} 
asked the yventiceinan to Wilh- 


He wouid not, he said, detain the Liouse 
more than len minuies. 
, vir. BURL made the same request. 

Mr. SAW YER said he was willing to do any- 
thing to accommodate genticmen, 

ine SPELANLER. Does the gentleman with- 
draw the demand ior the previous question ¢ 

Mr. SAW YR. No, i do not 

Mr. BURL moved tat 
House. 

Mr. COLLAMER asked the gentleman from 
Ohio [ Mr. SawyeR| to extend to him the sani 
courtesy Which had veen extended to others. Js 
oiler gentlemen had been allowed lo explain, iL 
seemed Lo him (Vir. ©.) tat an opportunity sliauld 
be aflurded lim or sume other genileman ob Lic 
other side to make a coutler statement, 

Mr. SLUAR'T called to order. 

‘he question on thie mouon of Mr. Burt, that 
there be a call of the Elouse, was then taken by 


there be acall of the 


tellers, (.vlessrs. ‘LHOMPSON, ot WLISSISSipply, atid 
PoLLock,) and decided in the athrmauve—ayes 
73, noes Ol. 

So a cail of the House was ordered. 

‘he Cierk having called the roll, and the list 
of avsentees, It appeared that 195 members were 
present. 

‘Khe SPEAKER directed the doors to be closed, 
and tiie names vi absentees to be calicd lor ex- 
cures. 

‘the roll was called accordingly; and, upon 
motion, the followmyg gentlemen were respectively 
excused, on the ground of indispusilioli, Viz: 

Messrs Bayly, Clarke of Kentucky, Uuncan o 
Olio, Farelly, Gentry, Pendiewn, Pieips, Pett, 
Kose, Sbepperd, Simpson, Stewart of Leuusylva- 
mia, Liiompson of Virginia, and Lbibodeaux. 

And the tollowing gentlemen were abseut willi- 
Oul EXCUSE, VIZ; 

Messrs. Asimun, Bowdon, Bowlin, Chase, Ld- 
sall, Kale, Hivolmes of South Carvimna, Cnuaries J. 
lugersoll, Johnson of ‘Lennessee, Levin, Maclay, 
MeClernand, Keynolds, Slingeriaud, Luiimadge, 
aud ‘1 bompson of Kentucky. 

On motion of Mr. COCinxw, further proceedings 
in the cail were dispensed with; acd 

‘Lhe doors were again opened. 

‘Lhe question recurring on secouding the demand 
for the previous quesivou— : 

Mr. PALF RisY rose and said, he wished to 
appeal once iore tu the gentieman trom Ulno 
[ir. SAWYER] to Wilhdraw wis.demagid ior the 
previous question. ie hoped the genticmau trom 
Unio, Ib Consideration of Lhe positiva in wihhich the 
qyuesuuon had been situated at the close of iis re- 
iurks, would consent to du so. he did not ap- 
prehend tual there was any disposition on the part 
of the Fiouse lo go aga iargeiy mito Lhe Constutu- 
uunal argument. 


Mr. da W Yih, (addressing the Speaker.) Have 


by, and should see that uegro, horse, or property |, | the right Lo witidraw te motion tor the previous 
*lotdown by that officer, it was a matter of ng | question? 





' floor being yreided) asited- tite 


: x 

The SPEAKER. 

Mr. SAWYER. = lecannot stand in the 
the expressions of the sense of the Hous: 
this subject. j take the responsibility to 
withdraw the motion, and leave *the matter to be 
disposed of by the House. 

Mr. TURNER (who was the successful appli- 
cant for the floor, amoung nanny competitors ' 
he supposed that some time to-day the 


Phe gentleman has the riche 
way of 


Upon 
shail 


said, 
tiouse 
would have to cast their votes on this subject; and 
he contessed that his mind was not yet made up 
upon which side of the question he should vow. 
One great difficulty which was presented in this 
cuse, he 


thought, arose from a misapprehension 


of the law, and of the constitutional power of Con- 
eress over this subject. ke supposed there was 
i who had any constitutional scruples 
with relerence to 


no gentiemal 


casting his vote in favor of the 


which had been lost in the 


payment or property 
} ry rly 


service of the country. 


\A i : . 
Wien he spoke of prope 
erty, be did not Mean te 


» be understood as speakt & 
of negroes or slaves. Bat did this case present 
a constitutional quesuion ditterent irom that whieh 
was presented by a claim for any other species of 
property which might be lost in the servicaol the 
country ¢ 


l ie 


main issue which had been made on this 
subye ? 


was this: Does the Consutution 


U mited States recognize the right of property in 


ot the 


Siaves, or in the right of persons to pra@perty in 


slaves ¢? seemed to be the 


"Phat issue which 
had been made by gentlemen from the North and 
from the South. Ee did not consider that that 
question was necessarily involved in this case: but 
as his vote upon the subject, In consequence of the 
issue that had been made by the contendine parties, 
would be considered an expression of opinion in 
regard to the question of the recognition by the 
Constitution of the United States of this kid of 
property, he proposed, before casting his vote, to 
state What he conceived to be the correct doctrine 
upon this subject. 

te denied that the Constitution of the United 
States recognized the ri¢eht of persons to property 
in slaves. Yet, it would be absurd to say that a 
citizen of South Carolina, residing in that State, 
had not property in his slave. Why? Because 
the constitution and the laws of South Carolina 
made the slave property. But notwithstanding te 
consutution of South Carolina made him property, 
ifa citzen of that State should go to New Humps 
shire with his slave, that slave could not be pursucd 
by any process of the courts either of South Caro- 
lina or of the United States, and captured in New 
Hampshire. 

Mr. GLDDINGS rose and requested the Speaker 
to call the House to order; stating that they could 
hear nothing in his part of the House, there was 
so-much confusion, and expressing the hope that 
the gentleman would suspend his remarks until 
order was restored, 

‘Vhe SPEAKER called the House to order. 

Order having been restored—— 

Mr. TURNER proceeded, and put another case, 


| by way of iilustration. Suppose that an execution 


out of a United States court was issd@d to Mis- 
sourl against a man who was the owner of slaves: 
if that process reached Missouri in time to find 
the man, with his slavés, it might be levied upon 
the slaves; but if the slave-owner, before tt reached 
there, had removed with his negroes to Iilinoir, 
the process of the United States court could net 
pursue the negroes to Lilinois, and levy upon them 
us slaves. Now, if the Constitution recognized 
the right of property in slaves, it would protect its 
ofiicer in pursuing that property throughout the 
United States. Alter the case; and say that, in- 
stead of negroes, the man owned a lot of mules: 
could he not be pursued, with his mules, and hs 
mules levied upon, tn Ilinois, or New Hampshire, 
or any free State? Certainly he could. ‘Ihe dir- 
unction was between the right of property in per- 
sons and the right of property in things; the latwr 
right inhered naturally in the human family, at d 
it required no constituuonal or legal enactment 10 
make that property of which a man became por- 
sessed which was of the nature of animals cr 
things. But, by the law and the Consutution, Ue 
right of property in persons had been a different 
nght—a right which had never been acknowledged 
by any Government under the. sun, except so far 


, as it was made so by municipal law. 


Mr. HALL, of Missouri, interposed, and (the 
1 trom lih- 
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nois to be so good as to state what provision of the 
laws of Missouri it was which established the 
right of property in slaves. 

Mr. TURNER said he would answer the gen- 
tleman. The State of Missouri was formed out 
of a portion of that territory which we had pur- 
chased from France. Atthe time of, and previous 
to, the purchase by the United States, slavery ex- 
isted in that territory by the laws which were in 


= 


force there. \ 
expressly stipulated that the laws of that territory 
which were then in force, and which did not con- 
flict with the Constitution of the United States, 
should remain in force. Under that law, the insti- 
tution of sl ivery had been continued in that State. 

Mr. HALL would ask the gentleman, then, by 
what law it was that slavery existed in Virginia? 
Virginia was not formerly a part of France. 

Mr. TURNER said, the same question had been 
suggested by a gentleman near him, in a private 
manner, which was now addressed publicly to 
him; and he would answer it. 

Under the colonial laws—the laws which were 
in force in this country tn its early history—sla- 
very had been established here. It had been 
brought here under the English law, which recog- 
nized it. No point of national law was better set- 
tled than that a colony, going out from the mother 
country into a wild territory, carried with them 
the law@ of the country from which they emi- 
grated, : 

‘The question had been distinctly asked him, by 
what law slavery existed in Virginia? It was not 
requisite for him to go back to the origin of the 
institution of slavery in England, and thence to 
the United States, or rather to Spain, where the 
St. James’s colony came from. He need not, he 
repeated, go back to the institution of slavery to 
It was a fact that slavery 

It was a fact that when 


anawer that question, 
existed in the colonies. 


Virginia entered into the Confederacy of States, | 


she entered it with the institution of slavery. 

And he would now cite a parallel case. The 
constHutions of several States of the Union recog- 
nized the right of property in slaves. The con- 
stitutions and laws of several of the States did not 
recognize it. And when a slave went from a slave 
State to a free State, the Government of the Uni- 
ted States by process could not, pursue him. Sup- 
pose a case, for example, in Massachusetts: 


suppose a public river lying within the State of 
Massachusetts: no individual had any right of 


property in the water of that river. Of that there 
was no doubt. But by the municipal laws, or by 
an act of incorporation of the Legislature of Mas- 
sachusetts, the right to use the water was conferred 
upon a company or an individual. If the process 
of the courts was taken into Massachusetts, it 
could levy upon that incorporeal hereditament; it 
could levy by the right acquired under the muni- 
cipal act of Massachusetts granting the right to 
use that water. But, notwithstanding this fact, 
there was no gentleman here who would rise and 
siy that the Constitution of the United States 


recognized the right of property in the waters of 


public rivers; they were property only so far as 
they were made so by statute laws. 

The right of that property being acquired by the 
municipal law, it was a parallel case. ‘That prop- 
erty could not exist without an act of legislation 
on the part of Massachusetts, nor could slavery 
exist without positive enactments in the State 
where it belonged. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, inquired if the gen- 
tleman would permit him to ask a question? 

Mr. TURNER. Certainly. 

Mr. JONES. I desire to ask the gentleman, 
whether he knows of any country—of any civil- 
ized community since the days of Adam—in which 
slavery has not existed where it was not prohibited 
by law? In ogher words, has not slavery existed 
in every civilized community, of which we have 
any account, in which it was not prohibited by spe- 
cial enactment; and if it did not now exist? And 
whether, if it was not for special prohibition in 
the State which the gentleman in part represented 
(illinois,) and other free States, gentlemen could 
not take slaves there and hold them as property ? 

Mr. TURNER. The interrogatory of the gen- 
tleman leads me a little deeper into this debate 
than | was at first willing to go. I am not very 
familiar with the laws and regulations which 
controlled the different nations of the earth in 
the days of Adam and Methuselah; I do not 


By the treaty of acquisition, it was | 


just compensation.’ 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. — 


know whether there were slaves then, or not; 
but from the time the ark rested on the summit of 
Mount Ararat, I profess to have some little knowl- 
edge of the history of slavery. And I will ven- 
ture the assertion that slavery, in any form, never 
was tolerated in any country, from the day on 
which the ark rested on that spot down to the 
present time, where it was not established either 
by the bayonet—that is, by physical force—or by 
municipal law. I consider this an answer to the 
inquiry of the gentleman. 


He had heard (Mr. T. proceeded to say) some | 


disquisitions here upon the subject of slavery— 
that it was a natural right, or that it was not a 
natural right. He should not now enter into a 
discussion of that topic, because he did not wish 
to prolong the debate. What he desired to say 
was, that whether he voted for or against this 
claim, he desired it to be understood that he did 
not sanction the doctrine which had been put forth 
here, that the Constitution of the United States 
recognized the right of persons to property in 
slaves. It had been a matter which had caused 
some conflict in his own mind, whether this case 
was one which ought to receive the favorable con- 
sideration of Congress. The difficulty in his mind 
was this: he believed that if a slave in South Caro- 
lina or Florida was taken by the enemy in any 
manner that would make the Government respon- 
sible, he ought to be paid for; that was to say, if 
a case occurred where the Government could be 
held responsible to pay for any property that might 
be lost—the case of the slave being a parallel case, 
he ought to be paid for, because the laws of these 
States made slaves property. 

There was another point to which he had not 
adverted. He conceded that the Constitution 
recognized this right—that it recognized and se- 
cured to each of the States the right to declare what 
should or what shauld not be property within their 
limits. He would go so far, but no further. 

The question then presented itself, Was this 


claim on the part of Pacheco such as ought to be | 


paid by this Government? The history of the case 
seemed to be, that Lewis was hired from his mas- 
ter to serve the army. If he was so hired to go 
into an enemy’s country, h@ was hired with the 
full knowledge on the part of his master of all the 
dangers and vicissitudes to which he would be 
exposed; and if he had been killed in battle, or if 
he had died by sickness or from exposure, this 
claim never would have been brought here. But 
such was not the fact. His fate was different, and 
yet it was a fate that necessarily followed the 
treachery of the man himself. 
report that there was strong ground to believe that 
he had acted the part of a traitor, and that he had 
betrayed the army. When he was recovered, he 
was regarded as a dangerous man; and although 
the current belief was, that he had betrayed the 
army, yet he was not hung as a traitor, but was 
sent, as a dangerous individual, to the far West. 
Had he shared any fate that might not have been 
anticipated by the master at the time he hired him 
out? He (Mr. T.) thought not. And, holding 
that view of the case, he was inclined to think that 
the case was not one which should commend itself 
to the favorable consideration of this Government. 

Mr. T. having concluded— 

Several members competed for the floor. 

The SPEAKER, (to Mr. Turner.) Has the 
gentleman concluded his remarks? 

Mr. TURNER. Yes, sir. 

The Speaker then gave the floor to— 

Mr. PALFREY said that the report of the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs represented the negro man 
Lewis as being the property of Pacheco, taken from 
him by the authority of the United States. The 
committee quoted the provision of the Constitution, 
that ‘*no person shall be deprived of life, liberty, 
or property, without due process of law; nor shall 
private property be taken for public use, without 
* Again, they quoted Vattel 
as saying: #* When a subject, or any part of his 
* substance, is fallen into the hands of the enemy, 
* should any fortunate event bring them again into 


* the sovereign’s power, it is clearly incumbent on 
‘ 
‘to reéstablish the persons in all their rights and 


‘ 


ers,’ &c. The man Lewis, then, being, in the 
view of the committee, property, substance, effects, 
the committee proceeded to argue that the circum- 
stances were such as made the United States liable 


It seemed from the | 


him to restore them to their former state; he is | 


obligations, to give back the effects to their own- || 
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to pay for him as property, &c. But if, in the 
contemplation of the Constitution of the United 
States, the man Lewis was not property, then the 
basis of the reasoning of the committee was taken 
away. 

Mr. P. said that this great constitutional fei 
tion had been so fully and ably discussed jy the 
debate on the bill before the House, that he did 
not propose to treat it at any length. He found 
that the Constitution of the United States jn those 
places in which it was understood to refer to 
slaves, spoke of them uniformly not as property. 
but as persons, and that no case had been produced 
in which any United States court, or any court of 
any free or slave State had decided slaves to hi 
property, under the Federal Constitution. The com. 
mittee said, that in the second section of the first ap. 
ticle of the Constitution, ‘*all th® inhabitants of a 
‘ State are enumerated, In making its numbers foo 

‘representation and direct taxes, except only Indians 
‘nottaxed, and two-filths of the slaves, and the latter 
‘are therefore not regarded by the Constitution as 
‘persons, but as property, otherwise they must 
‘necessarily have been included in the enumera. 
‘tion.”? But this argument, if it is good to prove 
anything, proves too much; it is what the books 
of logic call a reductio ad absurdum; for if it shows 
tiie slaves, or two-fifths of them, not to be persons, 
it establishes the same thing concerning * Indians 
not taxed.” Again: the committee say that “it 
‘appears to have been insisted and admitted {in the 
‘ Convention for framing the Constitution] that the 
‘imposition of a duty or tax on the importation of 
‘slaves would imply that they are property, inas- 
‘much as a duty or tax is applicable to merchandise 
‘and inapplicable to persons.” But in some of our 
ports there was a *‘ tax ” on alien passengers: did 
that show them to be merchandise and not persons? 
In some States there was a pdll or capitation tax, 
and in many cases it was paid by one person for 
another—by the father for his minor son: did that 
prove the young freeman of twenty to be merchan- 
dise? Nay, in the very clause of the Constitution 
which related to the importation of slaves, and in 
which it was provided that their importation might 
be taxed—in that very clause, they are €xpressly 
called persons. 
In respect to the argument of the committee, that 
‘¢ the executive department of the Government had 
been explicit in its recognition of the rights of 
property in slaves,’? Mr. P. said that it would be 
sufficient for him to express his undoubting con- 
viction that, whether in negotiations with foreign 
governments the executive treaty-making power 
had used, more or less deliberately and cautiously, 
language which seemed to confound slaves with 
property, no constitutional lawyer would fora 
moment maintain that any rule of interpretation 
was thus created for the judicial or legislative de- 
partment of the Government. : 
Mr. P. repeated that he had not risen to enlarge 
/upou this poimt; but before passing from it, he 
could not refrain from expressing his surprise at 
_ the pertinacity with which gentlemen attached to 
the institution of slavery maintained the doctrine 
of slaves being property under the Constitution of 
the United States. Did not gentlemen see what 
would be the consequence of their succeeding in 
the attempt to establish that doctrine? If Con- 
ress and the courts should become satisfied of 
| its correctness, then not only would it follow that 
slave markets might be set up in Boston, New 
York, and Philadeiphia, in defiance of the State 
jurisdictions, but another thing, which they might 
consider as more to be deprecated, would follow, 
viz: that when there should be a sufficient major- 
ity opposed to slavery in these Halls, the com- 
_ merce in slaves between different States might be 
prohibited and stopped by act of Congress. By 
the constitutional action of the national Congress, 
if this doctrine should prevail, slaves in the sev- 
eral States might be converted into serfs of the soil— 
a measure involving a great improvement in their 
present condition, as well as a prospect of their 
speedy and complete emancipation. The great pet- 
manent obstacle in the way of such a measure was 
that which gentlemen from the slaveholding cout- 
try seemed so anxious to remove, viz: the persua- 
sion in the minds of the people of the free States, 
that slaves under the Constitution are not property, 
'—not, therefore, subjects of commerce; and that 
| accordingly they do not come within that const 
| tutional provision which authorizes Congress 0 
| regulate commerce between the States. 
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